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A  Giant  is  never  feen  to  fo  great 
advantage,  as  when  a  Dwarf  is  placed 
by  his  fide.  The  moft  eminent 
Painters  have  availed  themfelves  of  the 
high  effecl  of  contraft,  and  exprefled 
it  upon  Canvas.  The  moft  beautiful 
Profpeds  in  Nature  attrad  our  admira- 
tion from  the  fame  Refult.  Whilft  the 
great  Work  of  John  Hunter  is  open 
'before  you  upon  your  Writing  Dcfk, 
I  do 
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do  me  the  honour  to  take  this  In  your 
Hand. 

To  thofe  who  have  not  aheady 
purchafed  that  great  Work,  I  have  to 
obferve,  that  I  have  faithfully  given^ 
as  far  as  I  have  already  gone,  the  Ma- 
terial Text  of  the  Original  upon  which 
my  Comment  is  formed. 

And  to  all  my  Readers  I  promife,  to 
perfift  in  my  Review  of  the  whole  of 
his  Treatife  at  my  firfl:  leifure  Hours* 

Dean  Street,  So  bo,  7 
Jufje  ^ihf  1786.  J 
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TT  13  the  duty  of  every  profeffional  man  to 
combat  fuch  opinions  in  fcience,  as  are 
either  not  founded  in  truth,  or  would  be  per- 
nicious in  praftice.  Speculative  innovations 
which  tend  more  to  bewilder  than  to  inform, 
and  which  are  propofed  merely  to  obtain  a 
name  are  doubtlefs  worthy  of  reprehenfion. 

I  therefore  fhall  aflert  my  right  of  offering  to 
the  public  my  objections  to  the  new  opinions 
of  John  Hunter  in  his  late  Treatife  on  the 
Venereal  Difeafe.  Becaufe  I  cannot  permit, 
as  an  individual  in  the  profeffion  of  Surgery, 
that  doctrines  I  find  extravagant  Hiould  pafs  at 
leaft  without  remark,  or  tliat  they  fliould  be 
received  without  my  proteft. 


Throughout 
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Throughout  my  objedions,  I  wifh  to  be 
underflood,  that  it  is  the  theory  of  the  Pro- 
feffor  that  ftands  in  my  way,  and  not  the 
Profeffor  himfelf.  No  intention  can  be  further 
from  me  than  pcrfonal  attack.  If  I  fling  his 
theory,  1  mean  to  leave  the  man  harmlefs. 

I  confider  myfelf  in  the  lituation  of  a  coun- 
fel  at  the  bar,  in  a  caufe  at  iffue,  who,  after  he 
lias  heard,  with  attentive  patience,  the  cafe 
of  his  opponent,  rifes  with  an  humble  hope, 
but  with  a  diffidence  that  alarms  him,  to  re- 
fcue  eftabiifhed  principles  from  unaccountable 
innovations,  and"  to  prcftedt  truth  from  the 
violence '  of  pervernon.  The  Profeflbr  has 
had  my  patient  reading  ;  and  thd  attention  i 
have  paid  wjls  arrefted  by  the  moft  implicit 
fubmiilipn  ;  for  although  I  have  only  the  ho- 
nour of  his  acquaintance,  as  we  have  met  in 
the  Way  of  our  prefeffion,  although,  imfbr- 
tunatelv,  when  I  have  had  recoivrfe  to  chirnr- 
gical  aid,  the  PrOfeiToT  has"  not  been  always 
the  perfon  whofe  opinion  I  have  invoked '; 
yet  who  is  there  among  us  that  delights  in 
theory  or  practice,  but  nluft  know  the  emi- 
nent fitiration  he  ftands  ^in  ?  who  can  talk  of 
Anatomical  Improvements',  where  his  name  is 
not  mentioned  with  honour  ?    who  has  not 

I  heard 
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iieaixl  of  his  experimelital  exGcUefic-e  ?  who 
does  not  applaud.. -him;  to  the  very  Echo  for 
his  knowledge  ia  Coinparatiye  Aiiatomy  ?  I 
\vi(h  my  panegyrick  eould  go  further,  but 
here  it  mufl  flop. 

Along  time  {ince  we  have  heard  of  this  ela- 
borate work.  -A  work,  as  it  was  formerly  an- 
nounced in  the  "pubhc  prints*,  that  was 
,to  fet  criticifm-  at  defiancey  ■  and  fo  exalted, 
in  points  of  improvement,  ajbove  others,  as 
to  throw  them  at  the  moft  humble  dlX- 
tance.  The  prophecy  that  was  foretold,  is  at 
length  come  to  light,  and  the  Profeflbr  is 
to  be  the  inftrument  in  Vener-eal  Redemp- 
tion ;  his  produdlion  has  fcattered  our  fpars  to 
to  the  wind.  The  Venereal  Difeafe  will  no 
longer  be  dreadful, 

Confidering  myfelf  now  in  full,  poffeffipn 
of  the  attention  of  my  readers,  I  fliall  pro- 
ceed with  my  objedions  ;  but  not  without 
begging  their  patience,  wliich  I  do  .the  pioi'e 
chearfully,  as  I  know  that  they  feel  to- 
wards the  Profeflbr  as  I  do,  not  the  leaft 
wearied  out  by  unintelligible  abflrufencls,  or 

Vide  paragraphs  in  thr.  Spring  1785. 

B  2  contrary 
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conti'Jiry  affertions.  But  at  the  fame  time, 
it  may  be  right  to  remark,  that  the  length 
of  the  ProfefTor's  work,  however  we  may  be 
dehghted  with  his  talents,  was  not  abfolutely 
iiecefTary  ;  fince,  notwithftanding  the  clearnefs 
of  his  head,  and  his  extenfive  judgment,  he 
has  devoted  many  of  its  pages  to  mortifying 
confeilions  of  ineffeclual  refearch. 

Nullum  numen  aheji  Jl  Jit  prudentia,  faid  Ju- 
venal. But  how  came  the  Profeffor  fo  much 
off  his  guard,  as  not  to  retain  that  propiti- 
ous guardian  in  his  fervice  ?  Was  there  not 
one  of  his  friends  at  his  elbow,  to  put  him 
in  mind  of  fuch  neceffary  precaution  ?  No 
one  to  lay  before  him  the  danger  of  embark- 
ing as  an  author  ?  No  one  to  tell  him  that 
the  higheft  point  of  honour  is  the  pinnacle  of 
danger,  from  which  he  may  topple  with  pre- 
cipitation ?  The  opportunities  in  his  early 
life  that  Dr.  Hunter's  differing  room  afforded 
would  have  made  a  dunce  ufeful  ;  how  then 
could  they  fail  to  make  the  Profeffor  a  profi- 
cient ?- — Why  did  he  miftake  education  for 
genius,  why  the  mechanifm  of  Anatomy  for 
Chirurgical  fuperiority  ? 

'  I  hope 
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I  hope  the  Profeffor  will  take  this  in  -good 
part,  and  that  he  is  dilpofed  to  put  on  as 
chearful  a  countenance  as  1  am — As  his  theory 
goes  only  to  fympathy  in  pain,  I  vvilh  to  be 
indulged  to  fympathife  with  him  in  plea- 
fure. 

The  profefTor  complains  that  his  opinions 
have  made  their  way  to  the  world  under 
other  names.  I  wilh  to  know  who  they  are 
that  entertain  them.  My  reafon  may  be  bet- 
ter gueflcd,  than  told.  But  let  us  proceed  to 
examine  the  Profeflbr's  budget  of  new  opi- 
nions beginning  with  his  Introduclion, 


I.   On  Sympathj. 

This  he  tells  us  is  one  of  his  new  opU 
'.Tiions,  and  explains  it  as  applicable  to  thofe  af- 
:fe£lions  from  Venereal  Poifon  which  have  been 
Ihitherto  underftood  to  be  inflammation  in  any 
:particular  part,  arifnig  from  the  tranflation  of 
Venereal  poifon  to  that  part. 

The  Profeffor  tells  us,  "  that  the  fwcliing 
of  the  Teflicle   in  confequcnce  of  a  go- 

'*  norrhoea 
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"  norrlioea  is  produced  from  partial  fympa- 
^*  thy  ;  and  that  the  lymptomatic  fever  is  an 
"  univerfal  fympathy  arifuig  from  the  partial 

one.  A  hedlic  ftver  is  an  univerf^ij  fympa- 
"  thy  with  a  local  difcafe  which  jthe  conflj- 

tution  is  not  able  to  overcome.  This  .takes 
*'  place  oftener  and  in  greater  degree  in 
*'  the  Lues  Venerea,  than  in  any  othej  form 

of  the  difcafe."  He  goes  on  to  fubdivide 
his  lympathies,  through  which  I  fhall  not  fol- 
low him  :  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  carrying 
along,  with  nle  the  fpirit  of  his  theory,  and, 
by  applying  it  to  practice  as  he  applies  it,  exa- 
mine  how  far  his  arguments  hold,,  and  what 
the  advantages  are,  that  may  be  derived  from 
this  new  arrangement  ;  whether  the  particu- 
lar diflinclions  which  he  makes  be  in  terms 
only  ;  whether  they  be  evident  improvements 
worthy  of  general  adoption  ;  or  whether  they 
be  not  in  many  inflances  calculated  to  mif» 
lead. 


IL  0 
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II.  Of  Dlfeafed  ABions  hemg  incompa^ 
tihle  zvitb  each  other, 

III.  Of  the  Powers  of  different  Parts  of 
the  Bodj  from  fituation^  from  firuc- 
ticre. 

IV.  Parts  fufceptlhle  of  Dfeafes, 

V.  Tnfammation, '  ' 

VI.  Alortif cation. 

All  this  is  comprelTed  within  eight  page?, 
and  I  thank  the  profeflbr  for  this  brief.  I 
fhaii  not  fail  of  availing  myfelf  of  this'gene^ 
rous  advantage,  whenever  he  brings  either  of 
thefe  leading  principles  into  play:    I  £hall 
'Watch  how  they  are  applied,  applaud  them 
when  I  can,  condemn  them  when  I  muft  ; 
'.being  neverthelefs  difpofed  where  I  find  them 
;perfeclly  innocent  not  to  roufe  them  into 
.action  at  all. 


Part.  I. 
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Part.  I.  Chap.  I.  Page  9* 

Of  the  Venereal  Poifon, 

The  Venereal  Difeafe,  the  Profeflbr  calls 
"  a  morbid  poifon  to  diftinguifli  it  from  other 
*'  poifons,  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral.'* 

I  call  it  an  animal  poifon  peculiar  to  man. 
To  call  it  by  any  other  name  would  be  admitting 
that  all  other  animal  poifons  were  pofleffed  of 
the  fame  properties.  Now  as  they  all  differ 
in  their  action  and  cffeft,  1  fee  no  reafon  for 
calling  this  a  "  morhii''  and  not  an  animal 
poifon. 

I .  Of  the  frfl  Origin  of  the  Poifon, 

The  Profeffor  fhrinks  from  the  enquiry,  in- 
to the  origin  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and 
refers  us  to  Aflruc,  and  to  an  anonymous  au- 
thor. The  fa£l  is,  and  my  readers  fhall  be 
told  it,  that  the  authors  who  fiouriflied  at  the 
firft  appearance  of  this  difeafe  in  Europe,  have 
defcrlbed  the  firft  fymptoms,  not  conformable! 

to 
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to  the  theory  of  the  ProfefTor,  as  I  fhall  fhow 
hereafter. 

The  firft  Author  that  can  he  traced  I  he* 
Heve'ori  this  Difeafe,  was  NicoLaus  Leoni- 
ceniis  of  Vicentia,  Anno  i£>r^"]'  And  no  lefs 
than  thirty-three  authors  wrote  on  the  fame 
Difeafe  after  himj  to  the  time  of  Johannes 
Baptifta  Montanus  of  Verona.  Now  all  thefe 
thirty- three  authors  fay  not  a  word  ahout  a 
gonorrhoea,  or  any  other  difeafe  of  the  Ure- 
thra. Johannes  Baptifta  Montanus  firft  ob^ 
ferved  and  cured  a  gonorrhoea  A^ino  1550. 

The  above  account  muft  be  true,  for  who  can 
fuppofe  that  thirty^three  authors,  eager  as  they 
were  at  that  time,  to  defcribe  this  new  dif- 
eafe in  all  its  conditions,  would  have  been 
lilent  upon  fo  important  a  fymptom  as  go- 
norrhcea,  if  any  fuch  had  then  exifted  ?  The 
Venetian  Collection  furnifhes  us  with  this  in-* 
formation* 

Of  the  origin  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  alfo 
my  readers  may  find  much  information  and 
argument  in  No.  357  and  365  of  the  Philofo- 
phic  Tranfaiflions. 


c 
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Page  14,  Sec.  Of  the  Poifon  Ic- 
ing the  fame  in  Gonorrhxa  and  in 
Chancre* 

The  Profcflbr  in  tins  fedion,  enquires  into 
the  manner  by  which  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
was  communicated  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Iflands  in  the  fouth  leas. 

This  enquiry  he  introduces  to  prove  that 
the  poifon  is  the  fame  in  gonorrhoea  and 
chancre.  I  Ihall  be  glad  to  be  informed  by 
the  Profeffor  who  ever  doubted  but  that  it  was 
the  fame  ?  I  entirely  agree  with  him  that  it 
is.  But  if  he  imagines  that  his  appeal  to  the 
relation,  given  us  by  Wallis  and  Cook,  con- 
firms it,  1  totally  ditter  from  him.  Nothing 
that  either  Wallis  or  Cook  has  faid  upon  the 
lubjeft,  can  give  authority  to  the  Profeflbr  to 
draw  fuch  a  conclufion.  Wallis  proves  that 
he  did  not  introduce  the  difeafe  there  ^.  Cook 
found  it  there,  but  makes  no  mention  of  go- 
norrhoea, chancre,  or  bubo,    *'  He  prefumed, 

^  Hawkfworth's  Voyages,  Otftavo  Edition,  Vol.  I. 
p.  3235  324* 

I  that 
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*•  that  they  had  found  a  fpecihc  for  it,  as  he 
*'  faw  fome  on  whom  the  difeafe  had  made  a 
"  great  progrefs.    And  one  who  went  away 
*'  infeiSled,  returned  after  a  lliort  time  in  per- 
*'  feci  health.'*    Again  he  fays,  "  But  fome 
"  had  fallen  viclims  to  its  rage,  abandoned  by 
"  their  neareft  relations,  their  hair  and  their 
"  nails  fell  oft,  and  their  flefh  rotted  from 
'*  their  bones         He  fays  again  in  his  laft 
voyage,  particularly  defcribing  their  condi- 
tions.   "  Broad  ulcers  with  thick  white  edges 
*'  that  were  fhocking  to  look  at.    And  _vet  he 
' "  met  with  fome  that  feemed  to  be  cured  of 
'*'-it,   and  others  in   a   fair  way  of  being 
"*  cured ;    but  this  was  not   efFe6ted  with- 
out  the  lofs  of  the  nofc,  or  the  beft  part  of 
itt." 

Afterwards  he  tells  us,  "  that  the  difeafe  is 
now  almoft  univerfal ;  for  this  they  feem 
to  have  no  efFe£lual  remedy.  I'hey  allow 
that  in  a  few  cafes,  nature,  without  the 
affiftance  of  a  phyficlan,  exterminates  the 
'*  polfon,  and  perfect  recovery  is  produced  ; 

*  Hawkfworth's  Voyages,  Oflavo  Edition,  Vol.  III. 
p.  82,  83. 

-y  Cook's  Northern  Voyage,  Vol.  I.  p.  382.  Dublin 
Edition. 

C  2  they 
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they  alfo  fay  if  a  man  is  infected  with  it, 
"  he  will  often  communicate  it  to  others  in 

the  fame  houfe  by  feeding  out  of  the  fame 
"  utenfils  or  handling  them*'*. 

The  Profe0br  afferts  thatf  Cook  has  de- 
fcribed  the  difeafe  to  be  in  "  every  form  f,"  as 
he  has  given  us  no  reference,  I  fhall  be  glad  to 
know  in  what  part  of  his  voyage  he  has  made 
fuch  a  declaration. 

Now  how  do  thefe  reports  apply  at  all  to 
the  purpofe  in  point,  and  for  which  the  Pro- 
feffor  defigns  them  ?  It  appears  that  t-he  Ve- 
nereal fymptoms  mentioned  by  Cook,  are 
fymptoms  of  the  confirmed  Lues  Venerea ; 
and  as  Cook  fays  nothing  of  gonorrhoea, 
the  conclufions  of  the  Profeflbr  can  be  only 
prefumptive,  which  may  as  well  be  formed 
out  of  a  dream,  as  from  this  appeal. 

To  prove  that  gonorrhoea  and  chancre  arlfe 
from  the  fame  poifon,  he  has  made  a  voyage 
to  the  South  Seas,  As  I  faid  before,  no  one 
^yer  doubted  the  fa<5l.    But  no  fuch  inference 


»  Cook's  Voyage,  Vol,  II,  p.  148.  Dublin  Edition. 
if  Vi4e  P'lge  14. 
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is  to  be  drawn  from  any  of  the  accounts  of 
the  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  a§  it  Was  found  in 
the  illands  of  the  South  Seas.  Not  a  word  is 
faid  of  gonorrhoea,  and  it  is  at  leaft  worthy  of 
remark,  and  I  hope  my  readers  will  particu- 
larly attend  to  it,  that  this  filence  concerning 
a  gonorrhoea  in  thirty-three  of  the  authors, 
when  it  was  originally  imported  into  Europe, 
proves  it  more  than  probablfe,  that  gon'orrlloea, 
and  chancre  may  arife  out  of  lues  venerea,  -as 
well  as  lues  venerea  out of  goiiorrhcea  and 
chancre :  or  how  came  gonorrhoea  to  be  noti- 
ced fifty- three  years  after  all  other  fymp- 
toms  ? 

What  had,  I  fhould  be  glad'  to  know,  the 
imperfedl  defcription  of  a  difeafe  in  general 
given  by  men  unacquainted  with  nice  venereal 
diftinclions  to  dp  with  the  ProfefTor's  caife'in 
point,  or  what  was  there  in  ^he  difeafe  ,on  the 
other  {ide  of  the  equator,,  that  could,  nof  be 
better  compared  at  home  ? 


Page 


(   u  ) 


Page  17.  Of  the  Caufes  of  the  Poifon^ 
ous  ^alitj.  Fermentation,  Action, 

The  Profeflbr  examines  very  abftrufely 
iiTito  the  caufe,  and  the  a£lion  of  Venereal 
Poifon.  As  it  is  too  obvious  that  a  fpecific 
irritation  belongs  to  venereal  virus,  I  fhall 
fay  no  more  upon  the  fubje£t  here,  but  wait 
to  fee  if  he  applies  his  theoretic  ideas  to  more 
practical  fuccefs. 

Page  23.   Of  the  different  Forms  of  the 

Difeafe, 

The  Profeflbr  fays,  the  Venereal  DIfeafe 
affe£ls  the  body  two  ways,  local  and  confti- 
tutional.  The  local  are  gonorrhoea  and 
chancre,  the  conftitutional,  blotches,  ulcers, 
thickened  periofteum  and  bones.  There  is 
alio  an  intermediate  way,  which  he  fays  is 
the  bubo.  All  thefe  are  more  violent  or  fa- 
vourable,  rapid  or  flow  in  fome  than  in 
others, 


Page 
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Page  26.   Of  the  Lues  Venerea  lemg 
the  Caufe  of  other  Difeafes, 

The  ProfelTor  obferves,  that  the  lues  vene- 
rea roufes  into  aflion,  fcrofula,  cancer,  and 
other  difeafes,  where  there  is  a  predifpofing 
canfe  in  the  conftitution  ;  and  with  much 
modefty  concludes,  "  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
*'  take  notice  of  every  variety  of  lymptoms; 
"  but  that  if  his  general  principles  bejuft, 
' "  they  will  help  to  explain  moft  of  the  fin- 

gularities  of  the  difeafe.'* 

If  the  Profeflbr  had  throughout  his  work 
imeafured  the  truth  of  his  new  opinions  by  the 
.uniformity  they  fhould  have  produced,  if 
ihis  above  obfervation  had  been  his  rule  of 
right,  we  fhould  have  had  no  occafion  to 
:remark  the  contrary  efFe(5ls,  and  all  have  re- 
xeived  profit,  where  we  have  met  with  dif- 
appointment. 


i6  r 

Page  29.  0/  Gonorrhoea, 

At  length  we  are  arrived  at  the  imqie* 
diate  fubje£l  of  gonorrhoea,  and  I  congratu- 
late my  readers  upon  it ;  for  upon  this  theme, 
ingenious  as  the  Profeffor  is  allowed  to  be,  I 
think  he  will  not  have  the  opportunity  of 
flourifhing  beyond  all  comparifon. 

He  tells  us,  and  very  properly,  "  that 
'*  when  an  irritating  matter  of  any  kind  ia 
"  applied  to  a  fecreting  furface,  it  encreafes 

that  fecretion.'*  But  he  tells  us  alfo,  but 
not  with  the  fame  propriety,  "  that  this  ir- 
"  ritating  matter  changes  the  fecretion,  which 
"  in  the  prefent  difeafeis  pus.** 

The  Profeflbr  fays,  that  "  until  about  the 
"  year  1753,  it  was  generally  fuppofed  that 
"  the  matter  from  the  Urethra  in  a  gonorrhoea 
*'  arofe  from  an  ulcer  or  ulcers  in  that  paf- 
"  fage ;  but  from  obfervation  it  was  then 
"  proved  that  this  \^s  not  the  cafe."  I  be- 
li^'^  with  the  ProfelTor,  that  it  is  now  unl- 
verfally  underftood  that  ulcers  in  the  Urethra 
do  not  prevail  at  leaft  in  a  recent  gonorrhoea  j 

or 
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or  in  other  words,  that  the  dlfcharge,  called 
by  the  Profeffor  pus,  is  not  produced  from 
ulcers.  This  laft  obfervation  of  the  Profef- 
for has  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of 
furnilhing  us  with  the  hiftorick  fountain  from 
whence  he  drew  this  wonderful  ftore  of  in- 
formation, 

A  little  before  the  above  date.  Dr.  Hunter 
upon  opening  the  thorax  of  a  child,  found  iu- 
the  cavity  a  large  quantity  of  pus  loofe ;  with 
the  furfaces  of  the  lungs  and  plura  furred  over 
with  a  more  folid  fubftance  fimilar  to  coagul- 
able  lymph  ;  on  removing  this  from  thofe 
furfaces  they  were  found  entire.  Mr.  Sharp 
was  prefent,  who  foon  after  publifhed  his 
Critical  Enquiry,  in  which  he  introduced 
what  the  ProfelTor  calls  this  fact,  "  that  mat- 
"  ter  may  be  formed  without  the  breach  of 
"  fubftance,**  The  Profeffor  proceeds  further 
to  elucidate  this  fubjecl,  but  as  I  think  ra- 
ther out  of  humour  and  fomewhat  off  his 
guard,  1  fhall  drop  it,  having  here  already  fet 
down  what  is  neceffary  for  my  purpofe,  and 
proceed  to  examine  whether  the  difcharge 
from  the  Urethra  in  a  gonorrhoea  be  pus,  or 
encreofed  mucus  from  irritation  ?  For  here 
1  mean  to  make  a  confidcrable  ftand  againft 

D  the 
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the  Profeffor,  and  to  call  to  my  aid  every  aii- 
thority  that  I  can. 

Whoever  has  confidered  what  was  the  caufe 
of  pus,  uniformly  agrees  that  it  muft  arife 
neceflarily  out  of  a  folution  of  the  parts 
where  that  pus  was  formed.  Now  as  no  ul- 
cer is  found  in  a  recent  gonorrhoea,  as  no  def- 
truclion  of  the  parts  are  offered  in  Vindication 
of  fo  uncommon  an  affertion,  that  the  difcharge 
from  the  urethra  is  pus ;  why  has  the  Profeffor  fo 
roundly  given  this  fecreted  fluid  the  unqualified 
appellation  of  pus  ?  The  definition  of  the  word 
will  not  admit  its  application  here,  and  the  de- 
finition of  the  difcharge  proves  that  fa£l.  A 
gonorrhoea  may  appear  in  fix  hours  after  in- 
fection, or  it  may  be  fix  weeks,  fo  the  Pro- 
feffor admits ;  but  no  perfon  ever  felt  irritation 
in  the  urethra  without  looking  for,  and  expeft- 
ing  at  the  fame  time  to  fee  difcharge.  The 
former  ia  feldom  prefent  unattended  by  the  lat- 
ter. 

Does  pur  obfervation  upon  this,  anfwer  to  the 
idea  of'  pus  ?  If  without  any  infectious  impu- 
tation, what  the  profeffor  calls  a  fimple  go- 
norrhoea makes  its  appearance,  and  if,  it  has 
followed  almoft  immediate  connexion,  here 

I  more 
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more  difcharge  is  mftantaiieoufly  produced 
from  lefs  irritation  and  no  virus — What  was 
the  procefs  to  form  this  pus  ?  Where  is  the 
lofs  o/  fubftance  ?  From  whence  does  fuch  a 
delude  of  fluid  draw  its  fource  ?  Where  was. 
the  previous  inflammation?  The  fever?  No, 
fays  he,  *'  when  an  irritating  matter  of  any 
*'  kind  is  appHed  to  a  fecreting  furface,  it  en- 
*'  creafes  that  fecretion  and  changes  it  from  its 
"  natural  ftate  (whatever  that  be)  to  fome 
"  other  which  in  the  prefent  difeafe  is  pus.'* 
but  in  the  Ample  gonorrhoea,  unfortunately  for 
the  Profeflbr,  no  irritating  matter  was  applied 
that  either  he,  or  I  know  of,  for  I  will  take 
upon  myfelf  to  anfwer  for  him  in  this  inftanqe, 
yet  the  difcharge  appears  to  be  the  fame  ;  for 
who  at  fight  can  make  the  diflindlion  ? 

If  the  Profeflbr  had  exprefled  himfelf  fome- 
what  after  the  following  manner,  for  I  would 
not  differ  with  him  about  the  mere  word,  "  Ir- 
"  ritation  upon  the  fecreting  furface  of  the 

urethra  may  produce  difcharge  without 
**  breach  of  fubfl:ance ;  this  ought  to  be  called 
"  encreafed  mucus  from  an  irritating  caufe  ; 
"  but  as  I  (hall  be  often  under  the  neceffity  of 
"  ufuig  this  compound  expreffion,  and  as  I  am 

at  a  lofs  for  a  word  that  exprefles  its  full 

D  2  "  mean* 
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meaning,  I/hall  ufe  the  word  pus  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time,  I  beg  to  be  underllood,  that  the 
word  pus,  is  not  to  be  conceived  in  this  in- 
**  fiance  in  its  general,  but  in  the  abftraded  fenfe 
that  I  have  now  given  to  it  by  this  explana- 
"  tion."  This  would  have  fatisfied  me,  but  no- 
thing lefs ihallfatisfy  me;  I  fhall  continue  torer 
fufe  my  confent  to  the  Profeflbr's  opinion,  and 
although  I  pretend  to  no  uncommon  fagacity, 
although  I  have  not  made  mankind  my  fludy 
with  that  zealous  and  unremitting  ardour  that 
the  pious  anchorite  performs  his  duties  in  reli- 
gion, yet  I  know  why  the  ProfefFor  perfifts  to 
call  this  fecreted  fluid  pus ;  and  my  readers  fliall 
know  it,  becaufe  Mr.  Pott  fays  it  is  not  pus.  I 
ihall  content  myfelf  with  flinging  the  weight 
of  his  authority  into  my  fcale,  and  then  leave 
it  to  my  readers  to  determine  which  of  us  kicks 
the  beam, 

"  Thefe  two  fluids,  pus  and  mucus,  which 
have  been  fo  frequently  confounded  together, 
do  really  differ  fo  widely  from  each  other  ia 
"  their  nature,  conflitution,  fources,  purpofes, 
and  effects,  that  to  diftinguifh  them  proper- 
<«  ly,  and  to  point  out  the  true  character  of 
"  each,  feems  to  be  a  matter  of  much  import- 

'*  ance ; 
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<  ance  :  it  would  carry  me  too  wide  from  my 
«  prefent  purpole  to  attempt  it  in  this  place, 
«  and  therefore  I  (hall  only  juil:  mention  what 
«  may  ferve  merely  to  illuftrate  that. 

If  I  conceive  rightly  of  this  affair,  mucus, 

<  conlidered  in  a  general  fenfe,  is  the  effedl  o£ 

*  a  natural  fecretion  made  by  glands,  mem^ 

*  branes,  or  other  bodies  appointed  for  that 
purpofe,  and  is  fo  far  from  being  originally 
the  confequence  of  difeafe,  that,  In  a  due 

•«  quantity,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  feve*.- 
ral  very  important  purpofes,  in  the  animal 
oeconomy ;  which  purpofes,  when  this  fluid 
"  is  deficient,  muft  be  ill-executed,  and  fom© 
'*  kind  of  difeafe  or  defect  follow :  whoever 
will  reflect  upon  the  ufes  of  it  in  the  intef- 
"  tines,  joints,   flieaths,  or  capfulae  of  the 
**  tendons,  in  the  finufes  of  the  ikuU  ferving" 
•*  the  purpofes  of  Ipeech,  in  the.. cavity  of  the 
nofe,  where  the  olfactory  nerves-  do  their 
duty,  in  the  proftate  gland,  larynx,  trachea, 
•*  urethra,  and  vagina,  will  be  eafily  convinced 
•*  of  the  truth  of  this  alTertion,  both  with 
regard  to  its  natural  ufes  in  a  healthy  ftate 
•*  and  proper  quantity,  and  the  fliare  it  fre- 
'*  quently  has  in  the  production  of  difeafes, 
'l^when  it  is  either  vitiated  or  redundant. 

"  Pus, 
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"  Pus,  or  matter,  is  certainly  no  natural 
"  fecretion;  fupperation,  though  it,  is  an  a£t 
"  of  nature  when  fome  parts  of  the  body  have 
*'  been  forcibly  divided  from  each  other,  is 

neverthelels  to  be  regarded  as  the  efFedt  of 
"  violence  and  deftru6lionj  at  leaft  of  di vifion ; 
"  for,  without  entering  minutely  into  the 
«^  Origin  or  nature  of  it,  I  believe  I  may  ven- 
*'  tUre  to  affirm,  that  the  diffolution  of  fome 
^'  of  the  folid  particles  of  broken  cappillary 
"  veffels,  and  a  rnixture  of  fome  part  of  the 
**  juices  which  fhould  circulate  through  them, 
"  make  a  neceffiiry  part  of  its  production; 
"  however  conftant  its  appearance  may  be  in 
*'  the  progrefs  toward  healing  a  wound,  or 

fore,  yet  k  never  is  produced,  even  in  the 

finalleft  quantity,  without  fome  degree  of 
**  erofion,  fome  breach  in  the  natural  flrudure 

-®f  the  parts  ;  and  whenfuch  breacli  is  heal- 
*^  ed  the  difcharge  necelTarily  ceafes. 

..  •  On  the  contrary,  mucus  may  by  irrita- 
«*  tion,  relaxation,  or  defluxion,  on  its  fecre- 
**  ting  or  containnig  parts  or  organs,  be  ni^ 
i'  creafed  to  a  quantity  far  beyond  what  is 
"  neceffary  or  ufeful,  and  produce  thereby  a 
difeafe  in  parts  where  there  is  not  the  leaft' 
"  degree  of  folution  of  continuity,  as  in  the 

"  cafes 
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n«  cafes  of  tenefmiis  ftone  in  tlite  bladder,  fluor 
albiis,  and  fimple  gleets  from  the  urethra ; 
as  alfo  in  that  kind  of  defluxlon  on  the  nofe 

»<*  and  fauces,  producing  a  catarrh,  and  in  the 
immediate  effedt  of  all  fternutatories. 

"  Other  differences  between  the  nature  and 
««'  properties  of  the  two  fluids  might  be  men- 

tioned;  but  if  thefe  already  cited  are  juft, 
'**  they  will  be  fufficient  to  evince  the  impro- 

priety  of  confounding  them  together,  either 

with  regard  to  theory  or  pradice. 

"  Nor  is  this  miftake  of  difcoloured  mucus 
for  matter  confined  to  the  lachrymal  fac 
only  ;  th-e  two  circumftances  of  pain,  and 
yellow  colour,  having  in  almoft  all  times 
produced  the  fame  mifconception  in  the 
virulent  gonorrhoea  of  both  fexes  :  this  has. 
been  called  pus,  and  being  faid  to  proceed 
from  ulcerations  in  the  urethra  and  vagina, 

**'  though  the  repeated  teftimony  of  thofe  who 
have,   immediately  after  death,  examined 

•**  the  parts  of  perfons  fo  difeafed,  has  often 
been  produced  to  the  contrary,  and  though 
the  difcharge  itfelf,  when  properly  examined 
will  always  prove  the  contrary:  inflamma- 
tioa  and  irritutlpn  of  the  membranous  linings 
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of  the  urethra,  and  vagina,  will  fully  ac-i 

count  for  all  the  appearances  in  this  diieafc' 
**  in  which  there  is  neither  matter,  nor  ulcer, 
**  nor  abfcefs  :  whoever  will  attend  to  the  dif- 

charge  made  from  a  purulent  ulcer,  will 
*'  find  it  widely  different  from  that  which 

iffues  from  either  of  the  above  parts  in  the 
**  gonorrhcea."  * 

So  much  for  this  queftion,  which  I  cannot 
quit  without  expreffmg  my  gi^teful  thanks  to 
the  author,  whofe  opinion  I  have  juft  borrowed, 
for  the  great  information  I  have  received  from 
his  works  in  furgery.  His  lively  imagination, 
deep  penetration,  enlightened  underftanding, 
and  great  experience  have  raifed  him  above  my 
panegyrick ;  his  (Icill  in  furgery  will  be  long 
remembered  ;  "  he  has  not  gnly  lengthened 
but  gladened  life"t» 

Page  31.    Of  the  T^ime  between  the  Ap* 
plication  and  EffeB, 

The  Profeffor  examines  into  the  different  j 
diftances  in  time,  for  gonorrohcea  to  make  its  . 

*  Vide  Pott  on  Fiftula  Lacrymalis,  p.  313* 
Johnfon. 

jippear*  - 
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appearance  after  infeftion ;  and,  in  order  that 
there  may  be  fcope  enough,  he  grants  a  latitude 
from  fix  hours  to  fix  weeks.    This  I  think  is 
allowing  a  generous  come  off,  both  for  the  pa- 
tient as  well  as  for  his  furgeon ;  and  it  is  alfo 
well  calculated  to  make  the  pofiticn  unexcep- 
tionable to  the  opinion  of  every  man  who  thinks 
for  himfelf.    How  true  it  is,  that  the  efFe£t  is 
fometimes  fix  weeks  after  the  application  I  will 
not  contend,  I  cannot  help  my  doubts.  But 
I  never  have  yet  heard  of  or  feen,  as  he  has, 
that  the  inflammatory  ftate  took  place  before 
the  difcharge  for  a  confiderable  time.  The  Pro- 
:feflbr  would  have  caufe  to  exult,  if  it  were  the 
•  cafe  ;  for  upon  that  principle  alone  his  theory 
;is  built.    If  the  inflammatory  ftate  did  take 
•place  for  a  confiderable  time  before  the  fuppu- 
:rative,  that  would  be  a  fatisfaftory  reafon  for  his 
calling  the  difcharge  pus.    But  with  his  leave 
iin  fuch  an  infi:ance  only. 

Page  32.  Of  the  Difficulty  of  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  virulent  from  the  fm" 
pie  Gonorrhoea. 

This  feftion  is  fo  replete  with  pofitlons  of 
;all  forts,  and  of  all  times,  fo  cramed  with  dif- 

E  charges 
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tliarges  that  may  be  produced  from  every  pofli- 
fcle  caufe,  without  a  Tingle  clew  to  aid  us  in  dif- 
tinguifliing  one  fort  from  another,  that  it  feems 
to  be  written  for  the  purpofe  of  confounding 
all  diftinftions.  And  I  certainly  fhould  have 
paffed  it  over,  had  there  not  been  found  in  it, 
fuch  materials  as  clearly  aflure  me,  that  the 
l^rofeffor's  fingularities  have  not  even  fyftem  for 
their  bafis. 

I  congratulate  my  readers  that  we  recogni{e 
here  the  old  word  virus,  as  I ,  feared  that  the 
ProfeiTor  had  banifhed  it  out  of  his  venereal 
vocabulary.  Through  all  his  diftindlions  of 
fimple,  and  virulent  gonorrhoea,  I  cannot  fol- 
low him.  A  fimple  gonorrhoea,  and  here  we 
agree,  may  or  may  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  man 
who  never  had  any  venereal  complaint,  or  any 
chance  of  infedion. 

But,  there  is  a  fentence  in  this  curious  feftioii 
that  perhaps  may  excite  the  curiofity  of  my 
readers,  and  be  worth  my  obfervation,  In 

this  complaint  a  difcharge,  and  even  pain, 
■**  attacks  the  urethra,  and  ftrange  fenfations 
"  are  every  now  and  then  felt  in  thefe  parts, 
*'  which  is  either  a  return  of  the  fy mptons  of 

the  venereal  difeafe  without  virus,  may  arifej 

*'  as 
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•<«  as  it  were  fpontaneoufly,  or  may  be  a  coji- 
'«*  fequeiice  of  fome  other  difeafe.'*  I  fhall  not 
idifpute  with  the  Profeflbr  upon  grammar  for 
imany  delicate  reafons  ;  and  I  do  affure  him,  I 
iwill  never  wilfully  mifconftrue  any  of  his  ideas ; 
;i  would  not  accept  of  a  triqmph  upon  any  fuch 

•  ground.  If  I  can  underftand  his  true  meaning, 
iit  is  all  I  defire.    As  the  quotation  is  before  us 

•  it  may  not  be  improper  to  alk  the  ProfefTor,  If 
he  calls  the  difcharge  without  virus,  puS 
alfo  ? 


Page  34.  Of  the  Common  final  Intention 
of  Suppuration  not  anfwering  in  the 


In  other  words,  the  difcharge  from  th^ 
Urethra  being  increafed  fecretion,  and  not 
fuppuration,  it  cannot  be  reconciled  to  the 
doctrine  of  fuppuration.  The  ProfefTor  fays, 
*'  that  general  irritation  upon  fecreting  lur- 
"  faces  endeavour  to  produce  their  own  def- 

truction  like  a  mote  in  the  eye,  which  by 
**  increafing  the  fecretion  of  tears  is  itfelf 
"  wafhed  away."    This  obfervation  is  very 

E  2  pretty, 
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pretty,  very  obvious,  and  fiirewd.  But  fu^- 
pofe  the  Profeflbr  as  an  experimental  philo-- 
fopher,  was,  inftead  of  the  mote,  to  apply 
gonorrhoeal  difcharge  to  the  eye,  would  t-h^t 
be  fo  readily  waflied  away  ?  I  have  feen  two 
confequences  from  two  accidental  applications 
of  gonorrhoeal  difcharge  to  the  eye  :  The  one 
Was  atteiKled  by  me,  and  the  Profeffor  him- 
felf  was  called  in  to  be  confulted  upon  it*. 
The  other  was  attended  by  me,  and  Mr.  Pott 
was  called  in  and  confulted  upon  it.  Oiie  eye 
was  totally  loft,  and  the  other  was  with  dif- 
ficulty faved. 

Suppofe  a  perfon  to  be  attacked  with  a  cold, 
and  a  great  difcharge  is  produced  from  the 
ncfe  ;  Is  the  Irritation  in  this  inftance  got  rid  of 
after  the  fame  ingenious  manner  ?  What  is 
it  that  produces  that  irritation  ?  How  long  is 
the  nafal  membrane  irritat'^d  before  the  in- 
creafed  fecretion  appears  ?  Does  the  Pro- 
feflbr call  this  increafed  fecretion  pus,  in  all 
its  conditions,  either  when  thin  and  diaphan- 
ous like  gum  and  water,  or  when  like  an 
ufual  fecretion  only  in  increafed  quantity  ? 


*  Vide  my  Critical  Enquiry,  fourth  Edition,  page  71. 
Cafe  XI. 

.    •  The 
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The  Profeffor  fays,    "  that  the  Venereal 
"  Difeafe  is  not  kept  up  by  the  pus  which  is* 
formed,  but  like  many  other  fpecific  dif- 
--eafes,  by  the  fpecific  quahty  of  the  inflam- 
'rriation  itfelf."    The  Profeflbr  and  I  do  riot^ 
differ  much  in  this  opinion:    It  is  a  fpecific 
irritation    that  produceth  an   increafed  fe- 
cretioQ  ;  which  fecretion  will  be  both  in  qua- 
lity and  quantity,  generally  in  proportion  to 
the  influence  of  the  fpecific  ftimulus  on  the 
furface  of  the  Urethra.    The  fecreted  mucus 
mufi:  therefore  be  confidered  as  a  fymptom 
and  not  the  caufe.  ^ 

At  length  v/q  are  approaching  to  one-  of 
thofe  new  opinions  of  the  Profeffor,  the  right 
of  which  he  is  welcome  to  affert,  and  fo  may 
his  friends,  until  they  are  tired  out  in  the  fame 
manner,  that  he  fays-  tlie  fpecific  irritation 
■tires  out  the  parts  on  which  it  ails. 

As  the  living  principle  in  many  difeafes 
is  not  capable  of  continuing  the  fame 
"  action  ;  it  alfo  lofes  this  power  in  the  pre- 
*'  fent,  when  the  difeafe  h  in  the  form  of  a 
*'  gonorrhoea,  and  the' effeft  is  at  laft  flopped, 
"  the  irritation  ceafing  gradually^  This  cef- 
**  fation  will  vary  according  to  circumftan- 

"  ces ; 
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"  ces  ;  for  if  the  irritated  parts  are  in  a  ftate 
very  fufceptible  of  fuch  irritation,  in  all 
probability  their  adlions  will  be  more  vio-- 
'.lent  and  continued  longer  ;  but  in  all  cafes 

"  the  difference  muft  arife  from  the  differ- 
ence  in  the  co.nftitution,  and  not  from  any 
difference  in  the  poifon  itftlf. 

'*  The  circumftance  of  the  difeafe  ceafing 
fpontaneouflyj  only  happens  when  it  at- 
"  tacks  a  fecreting  furface,  and  when  a  fe- 
"  cretion  of  pus  is  produced ;  for  when  it  at- 
*'  tacks  a  non-fecreting  furface,  and  produces 
"  its  effects  there,  that  is  an  ulcer  ;  the  parts 
*'  fo  affected  are  capable  of  continuing  the 
difeafe,  or  this  mode  of  a6tion  forever,  as 
««  will  be  taken  notice  of  when  we  fliall  here- 
"  after  confider  chancre.    But  this  difeence 
**  between  fpontaneous  and  non-fpontaneous 
"  cure,  feems  to  depend  more  on  the  differ- 
"  ence  in  the  two  modes  of  a6lion,  than  in 
"  the  difference  in  the  two  furfaces ;  for  when 
^«  the  difeafe  produces  an  ulcer  on  a  fecreting 
"  furface,  which  it  often  does  from  the  con- 
ftitution,  as  on  the  tonfils,  it  has  no  difpo- 
"  fition  to  cure  itfelf ;  nor  in  the  Urethra,  in 
««  a  recent  cafe,  if  ulcers  are  formed  there, 

*'  would 
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would  they  heal  more  readily  than  when 
*'  formed  any  where  elfe, 

**  The  common  pra<5lice  proves  thefe  fa£ts ; 
**  we  every  day  fee  gonorrhoea  cured  by  the 
'*  moft  ignorant ;  but  in  chancre,  or  the  lues 
**  venerea,  more  fklll  is  neceffary  .  The  rea- 
"  fon  is  obvious,  gonorrhoea  cures  itfelf, 
**  whilft  the  other  forms  of  the  difeafe  re- 
'*  require  the  affiftance  of  art. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  the  parts 
which  •  become  irritated  firft,  get  well, 
while  another  part  of  the  fame  furface  re- 
ceives  the  irritation,  which  continues  the 
*'  difeafe,  as  happens  when  it  fhifts  from  the 
glans  to  the  urethra." 

From  this  circumftance  of  all  gonor- 
rhoeas  ceafing  without  medical  help."  &c, 
&c, 

I  truft  that  my  readers  will  not  attribute 
any  quotations  that  I  make  to  a  defire  of  tref- 
paffing  on  their  patience,  or  of  fwelling  this 
pamphlet.  Nor  am  I  ambitious,  however 
highly  I  refped  the  talents  of  the  Profeflbr 
m  general,  of  idly  ingrafting  into  my  humble 

performance 
•  3 
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performance  what  fo  particularly  belongs  here 
to  him.  But  that  the  ProfefTer  may  not  have 
a  wrong  confl:ru£lion  put  upon  his  meaning 
by  me,  it  is  as  neceffary  to  my  charadter,  and 
to  his  own,  as  to  the  caufe  of  truth. 

I  have  therefore  laid  the  above  before  my 
readers  that  they  may  judge  for  themfelves, 
both  as  to  the  new  opinions  and  to  the  lan- 
guage that  conveys  them. 

Thefe  affertions  of  the  Profeffor,  that  go- 
norrhoea cures  itfelf,  and  that  all  gonorrhoeas 
ceafe  without  medical  help,  are  perhaps  the 
broadeft,  and  the  boldefl  that  ever  were  of- 
fered by  man,  from  the  earlieft  writer  on  this 
fubjedt,  down  to  the  prefent  hour.  It  is  here 
publicly  announced  as  a  general  pofition  with- 
out any  exception  whatever,  that  all  gonor- 
rhoeas ceafe  without  medical  help  ;  that  go- 
norrhoea cures  itfelf.  He  has  qualified  thefe 
affertions  with  .nothing  like  an  exception  ; 
for  if  ulcers  were  formed  in  the  urethra,  the 
difeafe  would  be  no  longer  gonorrhoea ;  it 
would  require  medical  help  ;  it  cannot  there- 
fore anfwer  at  all  to  his  definition  of  gonor- 
rhoea ;  to  this  he  agrees,  as  he  fays,  "  till 
'*  the  year  1753,  it  was  generally  fuppofed, 

*«  that  ' 
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<^  that  matter  in  the  urethra  in  a  gonorrhoea 
"  arofe  from  ulcer  or  ulcers  in  that  paf- 
**  fajie  :  but  from  obfervation,  it  was  then 
proved,  that  this  was  not  the  cafe  *"  This 
therefore  cannot  even  by  the  Profeflbr  be  coii' 
ftrued  into  an  exception. 

The  Profeflbr  "  doubts  very  much  the  pro- 
"  bability  of  a  perfon  getting  a  frefli  gonor- 
*'  rhoea  while  he  has  that  difeafe ;  or  of  en- 
creafmg  the  fame  by  the  application  of  frefh 
matter"    I  will  defy  him  to  prove  that  the 
.gonorrhoea  cannot  be  continued  by  the  appli- 
.cation  of  frefh  matter  as  he  calls  it  ;  but  the 
IProfeflor  has  with  much  modefty  afferted  his 
-doubts  upon  the  fubjedt  :   At  all  events,  I  am 
onfident,  that  as  long  as  the  urethra  is  fuf- 
eptible  of  irritation,  fo  long  will  it  be  cap- 
able of  being  adled  upon  by  frefh  infe£lion. 

hat  the  fecreting  furfaces  may  part  in  fome 
meafure  with  their  irritability  I  believe  is  very 
:rue.  The  taking  of  fnufF  begins  with  pain 
nixed  with  pleafure  ;  its  continuance  affords 
)leafure  only  by  gently  flimulating  the  fur- 
ace  ;  the  edge  of  irritability  in  the  nafal 
nembrane  is  blunted  but  not  dcflroyed.  The 


*  Page  29. 

F 


repetition 


(    34  ) 


repetition  of  fnufF  gives  pleafare  to  the  end  of 
life,  and  the  fecretion  is  encreafed  by  every 
frelh  appHcation. 

Let  the  Profeflbr  ftand  forth,  and  declare, 
that  gonorrhoea  is  not  continued  by  frefti  con- 
nedlion  with  venereal  fubjeds,  for  this  is  his 
opinion;  but  unfortunately,  for  him  the  cafes 
he  has  produced  in  this  chapter  do  not  prove 
all  that  he  wifhes,  they  tend  rather  to  con- 
tradict his  innovation  ;  they  only  prove  that 
the  irritability  of  a  frefh  fubje£l  i^  greater 
than  the  irritability  of  one  in  the  conftant  ha- 
bit of  promifcuous  venery. 

But  fuppofing  thefe  cafes  produced  by  the 
Profeflbr  had  gone  further  ;   fuch  would  not 
be  the  fort  of  proof  that  could  fo  far  be  relied 
lipon,  as  to  deftroy  one  theory  for  the  purpofe 
of  fetting  up  another  ;   the  declarations  of  the 
ladies  upon  this  queftion  are  governed  by  their 
natural  propenfity  to  innocence  ;  they  approv 
fo  much  of  purity  and  modefty,  that  they  afr 
fume  thefe  virtues,   when   they  no  longe 
have  them.    Their  aflertions  are  fometime 
found  to  be  faulty.    I'he  moral  truth  of  th 
I  believe  will  be  felt  by  moH:  of  my  readers. 
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I  (hall  here  match  two  paragraphs  of  the 
Profeflbr. 

He  fays,  "  that  gonorrhoea  may  be  cured 
while  there  is  a  chancre,  and  vice  verfa, 
"  Now,  if  frefh  venereal  matter  was  capable 
"  of  keeping  up  the  difeafe,  no  gonorrhoea 
"  could  ever  get  well  while  there  is  this 
*'  fupply  of  venereal  matter." 

In  page  17,  he  fays,   "  I  have  feen  cafes 

where  a  gonorrhoea  came  on,  and  in  a  few 
"  days  in  fome,  and  in  others  many  weeks, 
*'  a  chancre  has    appeared ;    and   I  have 

alfo  feen  cafes  where  a  chancre  has  come 
"  fir  ft,  and  in  the  courfe  of  its  cure  a  running 

and  pain  of  making  water  have  fuc- 
"  ceeded*.  It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the 
*'  two  difeafes  arofe  from  the  original  infec- 
*'  tion,  and  only  appeared  at  different  times, 
"  and  their  not  occurring  oftner  together 
"  would  almoft  induce  us  to  be-lieve  it  was  fo, 
**  fince  the  matter  is  the  fame  in  both,  and 


Here  is  inflammation  after  running. 

F  2  "  therefore 
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"  therefore  capable  of  producing  either  the 
^'  one  or  the  other -}-•'* 

To  explaui  the  theory  of  his  firfl  para- 
graph, the  Profeflbr  appeals  to  the  Abbe  Fon- 
tana's  Experiments,  an  author  that  I  hold  in 
the  higheft  admiration.  The  Abbe  fays,  that 
the  viper  cannot  be  afFedled  by  his  own  poi- 
fon.  Is  this  applicable  to  gonorrhoea  not  pro- 
ducing chancre  ?  or  vice  verfa  ?  The  poifon 
of  a  viper  is  organifed  by,  and  originates  from 
himfelf :  It  is  only  poifonous  when  applied  to 
another ;  to  the  viper  himfelf  it  is  no  poifon." 
But  the  venereal  difeafe  is  a  poifon,  that  the 
individual  who  infe£ls  another,  has  received, 
and  already  felt  the  efFedls  of  it,  either  as  in 
chancre  or  gonorrhoea,  or  both  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance  ;  or  the  one  out  of  the  other.  He  has 
received  the  infe6lion,  and  he  can  impart  it, 
flill  retaining  the  difeafe  in  all  its  force.  Is  it 
not  true,  if  the  difeafe  be  not  countera£led  by- 
remedy,  that  a  gonorrhcEa  alone  in  the  firfl 

How  admiraMy  the  latter  part  of  the  fecond  para- 
graph is  fitted  to  the  fame  reafoning  in  the  fwelled  tef- 
tide !  Why  did  not  the  Profeffor  alfo  prefume,  that,  be- 
caufe  a  fwelled  tefticle  does  not  occur  oftner,  it  arife§ 
from  the  original  infedlion, 

jnftance 
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inftance  can  produce  phymofis,  paraphymofis, 
chancre,  bubo,  fwelled  tefticle,  affedions  of 
the  bladder,  chorde  ?  llill  a  longer  train  of 
fymptoms  ? 

This  fad  the  Profeflbr  knows  as  well  as 
I  do,  and  he  will  prove  to  us  that  he  knows 
it  hereafter. 

It  is  impoffible  for  him  to  illuftrate  the 
firft  paragraph  by  the  fecond,  or  vice  verfa* 
To  illuftrate  the  firft,  he  produces  a  moft 
outrageous,  unfuitable  comparifon  in  the  vi- 
per ;  and  the  fecond  borrows  all  its  illuftra- 
tion  from  the  rarity  of  the  circumflance. 

But  the  Profeflbr  is  deficient  in  the  very  ef« 
ence  of  that  which  conflitutes  a  fuccefsful 
Ikeptick.  For  where  is  that  halcyon  fmooth- 
nefs  in  language  to  charm  us  !  where  the  dif- 
fembling  and  perfuafive  argument  that  afli^* 
milates  illufion  to  truth  ! 


Page  41: 
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Page  41.  Of  the  Seat  of  the  Dfeafe 
in  both  Sexes, 

The  Profeffor  fays,  "  that  the  difeafe  fel- 
"  dom  attacks  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  with- 
*'  out  paffing  fome  way  along  the  canal." 
The  reafon  of  this  muft  be  very  obvious. 
If  the  whole  glans  be  fmeared  with  the  in- 
fecStious  virus,  the  fecreting  furface  will  be  the 
firft  irritated,  and  if  the  perfon  in  faded  be 
cleanly,  perhaps  the  only  part  put  into  adtion 
at  all  will  be  that  which  is  out  of  his  reach 
to  prevent. 

'    The  Profeflbr  fays,  "  the  fecretion  of  pus 
with  fo  little  inflammation  (in  the  begin- 

*'  ning  of  gonorrhoea)  is  perhaps  owing  to  thefe 
parts  being  naturally  in  a  ftate  of  fecretion  ; 

"  therefore  the  tranfition  from  a  healthy  to  a  ' 
difeafed  fecretion  is  more  eafily  produced.'* 

I  thank  the  ProfefTor  for  his  nearer  approach 

to  the  general  idea  of  encreafed  fecretion  in  this 

in  ft  a  nee  • 
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inftance  than  in  arfy  before.    The  profeflbr  fat 
,  out  with  telling  us  "of  the  difcovery  of  mat- 
ter  being  formed  by^  inflammation  without 
**  ulceration  The  alTertion  is  now  foft- 

ened  down  to  a  tranlition  from  a  healthy  to  a 
dileafed  fecretion  with  an  inflammation,  that 
is  fo  moderate  that  it  can  "  hardly  be  called 
*'  lb."  This  is  a  compromife  that  I  did 
hardly  expe6t,  after  all  that  has  been  pledged  ;  ' 
was  the  ProfelTor  aware  of  it  ?  or  was  it  in- 
ferted  by  accident  ? 

Page  43.  Of  the  moji  Common  Symp- 
toms^ and  their  Order  of  Appear- 
ance. 

Here,  he  fays,  with  the  fame  fingularities 
in  grammar  and  theory,  f  "  the  efFeds  of  in- 
"  flammation  is  next  obfervable,  and  foon  after 
"  a  running  appears.  There  is  often  no  pain. 
"  till  feme  time  after  the  appearance  of  the 
"  difcharge  and  other  fy mptoms."  I  do  not 
mean  to  oppofe  the  ProfcfTor's  enumeration 


*  Page  29.  Page  44, 
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cf  the  fymptoms,  they  muft  be  defcribed  as 
they  naturally  offer.  I  therefore  only  flop  to 
beg  from  him  an  explanation  of  what  ap- 
pears to  me  now  a  myftery  ;  as  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  quotation,  inflammatibn 
comes  before  running,  fo  in  the  latter,  paiii 
(that  is  inflammation)  comes  after  running. 

Ignorant  and  dark  as  our  underftandings 
are,  we  look  up  to  the  only  illumined  fource 
of  all  venereal  knowledge,  with  anxious  ex- 
peftation,  to  know  if  pus  really  comes  be- 
fore inflammation,  or  inflammation  before 
pus  > 

f  age  46.  Of  the  D  if  charge. 

It  has  never  yet,  I  believe,  been  doubted  by 
the  thinking  part  of  the  profefllon,  but  that 
the  venereal  difeafe  is  to  be  propagated  only 
by  infedion  conveyed  in  fome  fubftantial  form 
or  other.  The  interval  of  time  between  the 
infedion  being  received,  and  the  appearance 
of  a  gonorrhoea,  may  perhaps  be  filled  up 
with  cohabitation  without  harm,  and  with 

pleafure 

» 
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pleafure  unallayed  by  after  ill  confequen* 
ces. 

But  the  ProfelTor  has  carried  this  idea  to 
fuch  a  length,  that  if  it  be  followed  into 
praclice,  cannot  in  its  effects  prove  otherwife 
than  vicious.  "  I  could  even  allow  a  man 
*'  who  has  a  gonorrhoea  to  have  connetStioxx 
"  wdth  a  found  woman,  if  he  tpok  care  to 
*'  clear  all  the  parts  of  any  matter,  by  firft 

fyringing  the  urethra,  making  water,  and 
"  wafliuig  the  glans  The  ProfefTor  has 
afferted,  and  with  truth,  in  another  part  of 
his  work,  "  that  no  man  can  will  an  erec- 
**  tion  How  then  can  he  anfwer  for  the 
man,  that  he  will  have  compleated  his  con- 
nection, before  that  additional  infedling  mu- 
cus will  be  fecreted  ?  This  advice  from  the 
Profe£br  is  the  more  wanton,  becaufe  it  is 
unprofitable.  The  hufband  who  follows  it, 
will  be  an  unfeeling  fool.  The  innocent 
wife  would  have  caufe  to  exclaim  againft 
both.  *'  This  may  be  fport  to  you,  but  it  is 
"  death  to  me." 

*  Page  12. 
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The  Profcffor  meets  the  general  opinion  of 
the  nature  of  the  difcharge  much  nearer,  when 
he  comes  to  defcribe  it  as  it  is  in  reality,  than 
when  he  attempts  to  paint  it  from  his  own  pro- 
lifick  imagination.  He  is  too  modeft  to  call  it 
pus  ;  he  calls  it  difcharge ;  and,  as  if  he  had  felt 
fome  compundlion  already  for  the  crime  of  im- 
pofing  a  wrong  fenfe,  on  what  was  before  un- 
derftood  in  a  right  one,  he  as  much  as  fays, 
that  if  the  difcharge  be  not  pus,  "  it  is  the  na- 
*'  tural  flimy  difcharge  from  the  glands,  and 
*'  the  natural  exhaling  fluid  of  the  urethra, 
*'  which  is  intended  for  moiftening  that  fur- 
*'  face,  and  which  appears  to  be  of  the  fame 

kind  with  that  which  lubricates  cavities  in 
*'  general,  become  lefs  tranfparent,  and  both 
'*  thefe  fecretions  becoming  gradually  thicker, 
"  alTume  more  and  more  the  quality  of  pus." 
In  other  words,  it  looks  lilce  pus,  but  it  is  only 
encreafed  mucus.  I  can  readily  conceive,  that 
if  we  lived  in  the  days  of  enchantment,  and 
the  charm  was  fo  well  worked  up  as  to  oblige 
the  Profeffor  to  fpeak  his  mind,  we  fhould  hear 
from  him  an  exclamation  fomewhat  to  the  fol- 
lowing purpofe.  Why  would  not  Mr.  Pott 
agree  to  call  this  difcharge  pus,  efpecially  as 
my  brother,  and  I,  had  didatedthat  it  fhould 
be  fo  called  ;  dkl  not  Mr.  Sharp  believe  us, 

and- 
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and  propagate  our  do6lrine  ?  And  would  not 
Mr.  Gataker  have  rivaled  us  in  our  claim  ? 
How  mortifying  is  it  at  laft  that  the  novelty 
is  ridiculous  !  that  it  cannot  after  all  be  ac- 
knowledged as  pus  !  That  however  I  have 
claimed,  as  fucceffor  to  my  brother,  the  ho- 
nour of  the  dlfcovery,  a  more  folid  opinion 
proves  at  length  that  my  theory  was 
founded  upon  a  falfe  precipitate  decilion,  and 
that  what  I  call  pus  deceives  me,  becaufe  it 
alTumes  the  appearance  of  pus  !  "  Do  you 
"  fee  yonder  cloud,  that's  almoft  in  the  fhape 
"  of  a  camel?: — Methinks  it  is  like  an  ouzel 
"  — It  is  black  like  an  ouzel.'* 


Page  49.  Of  the  ChorcU. 

The  Profeflbr  fays,   "  that  the  chorde  as 
in  the  adhefive  inflammation  -f-,  unites  the 
cells  together,  deftroys  the  power  of  dif- 
*'  tenfion  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethras, 
"  and  makes  it  unequal  in  this  refpedl  to  the 
"  corpora  cavernofa  penis,  and  therefore  a 

*  One  of  his  new  opinions. 

G  2  "  curvature 
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curvature  on  that  fide  takes  place  in  the 
time  of  eredion.** 

I  fee  no  reafon  why  there  fhould  be  an  ap- 
peal to  adhefive  inflammation  to  explain 
chorde,  nor  do  I  think  that  fuch  appeal 
is  applicable.  To  fly  from  Caufes  that  we 
know,  to  thofe  we  doubt,  would  be  making 
a  furrender  of  our  fenfes  before  neceffity  calls 
for  it. 

Inflammation  in  common  being  generally 
underftood,  I  lhall  undertake  to  define  what 
a  chorde  is  under  the  favour  of  that  aid 
only. 

Parts  when  inflamed  thicken  and  lofe  the 
power  of  a£lion  they  enjoyed  before  they  were 
attacked  by  inflammation.  The  component 
parts  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethrse  be- 
ing, in  confequence  of  inflammation,  already 
flretched  in  their  reticular  dlredlions  have  no 
power  to  yi^ld  to  further  diftenfion.  And 
when  the  corpora  cavernofa  penis  in  eredion 
naturally  extend,  being  in  a  ftate  of  perfed; 
health,  the  inflamed  corpus  fpongiofum  ure- 
thrae  cannot  favour  the  difpofition  ;  therefore 
the  pain  of  chorde  is  felt  whilft  the  ading 

power 
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power  ill  the  one,  is  antagonifing  the  fuf- 
pended  power  in  the  other. 


Page  50.  Of  the  Manner  in  zvhkh  the 
Injlammation  attacks  the  Urethra, 

The  Profeffor  and  I  agree,  that  the  infec- 
:tlon  applied  to  the  lips  of  the  urethra  creeps 
along  to  the  inner  furface  ;  and  indeed  there 
is  no  other  way  for  it.  To  prove  this,  as  if 
there  was  a  difficulty,  the  Profeffor  applies  a 
.cafe  of  a  man  and  a  wall  *.  Every  day 
'would  have  afforded  him  opportunity  of  better 
:proof  of  a  man  and  a  woman. 

But  the  Profeffor  has  exchanged  almoft 
through  this  tieatife  his  own  certain  ground 
of  experimental  folid  proof,  for  the  hearfay 
goffip  of  others.  A  ftrange  tale  to  prove  a 
;facl,  is  not  half  fo  important,  as  a  plain  true 
relation  founded  upon  common  ufage.  I  have 
known  a  perfon,  who,  examining  a  girl  juft 
as  he  was  about  to  enjoy  her,  and  finding  that 

*  A  gentleman  catight  a  gonorrhoea  by  a  bit  of  plafler, 
from  a  neceflary,  flicking  to  the  point  of  the  penis. 

fhe 
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flie  was  injured,  declined  the  embrace  ;  the 
fame  fingers  he  felt  her  with,  were  afterwards 
employed  in  handling  the  penis  ;  in  three  days 
he  was  attacked  with  a  virulent  gonorrhoea.  But 
this,  although  a  better  proof  than  that  brought  : 
by  the  Profeffor,  is  not  the  beft  proof    The  j 
true  manner  of  proving  the  cafe,  and  the  way 
that   the  Abbe  Fontana   would   have  gone 
about  it,  would  have  been  to  charge  a  finger 
with  gonorrhoeal  infedion,  and  apply  it  to  the 
lips  of  the  penis  of  a  found  perfon.    The  ve- 
racity of  a  fecond  perfon,  and  the  epifodical  1 
trafli  of  a  piece  of  a  wall  would  be  here  out 
of  the  queftlon. 

I  come  now  to  a  fmgular  opinion  of  the  j 
ProfefTor,   "  When  the  difeafe  attacks  the  . 
*'  urethra,  it  feldom  extends  further  than  an  i 
"  inch  or  two  inches  at  mofl  within  the  ori- 
"  fice,  which  diftance  appears  to  be  truly 
"  fpecific,  and  what  I  have  called  the  fpecific  i 
"  extent  of  inflammation."    I  will  not  be  at  i 
the  trouble  of  anfwering  this — it  is  not  worthy 
of  an  anfwer.     I  will  refer  the  pofition  to: 
every  man  who  has  had  a  gonorrhoea,  and 
when  I  appeal  to  others  feelings,  I  think  I  am 
.acquitting  myfelf  upon  this  felf-evident  quel-  ; 
tion,  with  more  candour  as  to  my  own.  But 

this 
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this  artful  overftrained  aflertion  was  meant  for 
the  better  introducing  one  of  our  Profeffor's 
new  opinions. 

The  fymptoms  ufually  attending  a  gonor- 
rhoea of  irritation  of  all  the  neighbouring  parts, 
have  naturally  given  the  Profeflbr  the  long 
wiftied  for  opportunity  of  attributing  the  af- 
fe(5tions  of  fcrotum,  tefticles,  perineum,  anus, 
hips,  and  glands  of  the  groin  to  Sympathy  ; 
but  of  the  glands  of  the  groin  only,  when  they 
>  do  not  come  to  fuppuration  ;  "  when,  fays  he, 
•  *'  they  inflame  froip.  the  abforption  of  mat- 
'  '*  ter,  they  in  general  fuppurate." 

"  When  the  bladder  is  affecled  it  becomes 
'     more  fufceptible  of  every  kind  of  irritation. 
The  urethra,  and  even  the  kidneys,  fome- 
times  lympathife,    when  the    bladder  is 
much  inflamed,  or  under  confiderable  de- 
*"  gree  of  irritation."     This  may  juflly  be 
ccalied  confufion,  more  or  worfe  confounded  ; 
ifor  we  firft  of  all  find  iritation,  then  lympa- 
tthy,  and  then  irritation  again  ;   according  to 
rthe  Profeffor's  law  of  fpecific  extent  of  in- 
Fflammation,  there  was  no  more  virus  lodged 
:on  the  neck  of  the   bladder,  than  on  tli'e 

kidnies. 
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kidines.  Then  why  not  call  both  irritation, 
or  both  fympathy  ? 

After  all  the  oftentatious  embellilhment  of 
new  opinions,  in  the  introdudlion  to  this  great 
work,  and  after  all  the  ufurpation  of  this 
mere  word,  fympathy ;  in  what,  either  in 
definition  or  application,  is  it  preferable  to  the 
word  irritation  ? 

I  truft  that  I  (hall  make  it  appear  to  my 
readers,  that  the  word  fympathy,  is  not  only 
abfurd  in  every  appropriation  where  the  word 
irritation  would  have  been  equally  mif- 
placed,  but  alfo,  that  the  word  itfelf,  in  its 
true  fimple  meaning,  is  not  fo  appofite  as 
the  word  irritation. 

Where  a  fymptom  is  the  effedl  of  irrita- 
tion, and  has  always  been  underftood  as  the 
efFedt  of  irritation  in  a  gonorrhoea,  there  fym- 
pathy may,  although  not  with  as  much  pro- 
priety or  energy,  be  fubftituted  ;  and  the  ex- 
change would  be  fo  harmlefs  as  not  to  be 
worthy  of  a  conteft.  I  will  venture  to  affert, 
that,  let  the  Profeflbr  carry  his  influence  of 
fympathy  as  far  as  he  will  in  .accounting  for 
the  moft  fmgular  fymptoms  that  the  animal 

frame 
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frame  is  Jiable  to,  there  irritation  will  mee£ 
the  meaning  with  more  forcci 

When  a  perfon  has  received  a  h\b\v  on  the 
head,  and  in  confequence  of  it,  is  attacked 
with  a  vomiting-,  and  fnppreffion  of  urine,  a 
fvmptomatick  fever  j  I  fliould  attribute  thefe 
cirecls  to  irritation.     When  a  perfon  has  a 
virulent  gonorrhoea,    follicits    conftantly  to 
make  water,  has  a  chorde,  feels  erratick  pains 
in  his  thighs,  hips,   and  about  the  pubis,  I 
fhould  attribute   thefe  effects    to  irritation. 
When  a  perfon  is  attacked  with  the  tooth- 
ach,  the  whole  cheek  fwells,  the  glands  fwell 
alfo,  the  aching  tooth  cannot  be  ahva/s  af- 
certained,  all  the  adjacent  parts  are  involved 
m  the  event,  even  delirium  is  joined  in  it ;  I 
fliould   attribute   thefe   effects  to  irritation. 
Any  part  of  the  fame  individual  in  pain  may 
produce  irritation  on  other  parts  that  are  pre- 
difpofed  to  be  fufeeptible  of  irritation  from 
the  pain  of  that  part.    Irritation  is  applied  to 
affections  of  the  various  parts  of  an  individual 
only,   independent    of  another.  Sympathy 
has  been,  and  ought  always  to  be  applied  to 
-ffeaions  that -one  perfon  feels  for  the  condl- 
'>n  of  another.     Thofe  who  faint  or  fall 
•to  hyftcric  fits  at  the  cataftrophc  of  others, 

do 
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do  really  fympathife.    When  Mrs.  Siddons, 

ill  fome  diftrefsful  fcene  in  tragedy,  has  faf- 
cinated  and  worked  upon  the  paffions  of  the 
audience,"  I  have  feen  one  lady  fail  into  fits, 
{he  has  echoed  the  fhriek  of  the  empaflioned 
a6trefs,  another  and  another  have  caught  it 
from  the  firil:,  and  like  an  electric  (hock  it 
has  been  felt  through  the  whole  circle. 


Page  54.  Swelled  Tejlicle, 

If  the  ProfefTor  had  for  the  fake  of  being 
lingular  only  introduced  the  word  iympathy 
for  irritation,  I  Ihould,  after  what  has  already 
been  faid,  have  dropped  the  fubjedt  without 
making  any  further  comment  upon  it.  For 
no  man  can  be  more  difpoled  to  let  the  Pro- 
feflbr  off,  where  he  has  erred  from  accidental 
or  venial  faults,  than  I  am.  But  when  his 
new  opinions  are  perfifted  in,  and  with  all 
their  mifchievous  errors,  are  brought  forward 
into  practice  ;  when  fuch  bold  inconfiflencies 
are  obtruded  upon  us,  and  the  only  choice 
before  us  is,  the  alternative  of  defending  the 
right  by  reiifting  the  wrong  ;  I  fhall  no  lon- 
ger conhder  myfelf  as  a  carelefs  fpedator 
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but  as  a  centlnel  upon  the  watch,  as  bound 
to  oppofe  ophiions  injurious  in  their  efFefts, 
and  which,  if  I  rejefted,  would  be  diOionour-^ 
able  in  me  ;  for  iilence  would  be  deemed  ac- 
quiefcence,  and  the  mifchief  would  ileal  iiito 
praelice  by  imperceptible  gradations. 

The  ProfefTor  we  find  now  mounted  on  the 
hobby-horfe,  that  we  had  only  before  feen  ca- 
pering before  us.  But  I  flatter  myfelf,  that 
he  can  only  gain  the  plate,  by  being  fufFered 
to  walk  over  the  courfe.  He  afferts  that  the 
fwelling  of  the  tefticle  is  not  owing  to  vene- 
rial  infection,  but  to  fympathy  only. 

^  From  what  I  have  faid  of  its  nature 

when  it  arifes  from  a  venereal  caufe,  which 
"  was,  that  it  is  owing  to  fympathy  only  ; 
*'  and  from  what  I  fhall  now  fay,  that  it  is 
"  never  afFefled  with  the  venereal  difeafe, 
"  either  local  or  conftitutionai,  as  far  as  my 

obfervation  goes,  we  muft  infer  that  fuch 
"  fufpicions  are  always  ill-founded.  This 
'*  perhaps  is  an  i;iference  to  which  few  will 

fubfcribe." 


The  only  true  method  to  defcribe  a  difeafe 
75  to  fet  down  the  fymptoms  in  th^  order  that 

H  2  they 
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.they  offer  in  common,  and  if  an  exception 
fhould  a  rife  now  and  then  out  of  the  com^ 
.mon  order,  that  exception  fhould  alfo  be  nor 
ticed,  but  in  fo  clear  and  diflincl  d  manner,  as 
that  it  might  always  be  known  as  an  excepr 
tion,  and  never  confounded  with  the  common 
order. 

It  is  a  melancholy  reflection,  that  when 
men,  from  whatever  caufe,  have  gained  a  re- 
putation with  the  public,  they  fliould  fport 
with  their  underflanding,  as  well  as  their  fafcr- 
ty.  I  fhould  be  forry  to  charge  the  Pro- 
feffor  with  having  done  fo;  but  why  did  he 
not  at  once  ftate  the  manner  of  the  fwelled 
teflicle  coming  on,  as  it  does,  I  will  venture 
to  aflert,  nineteen  times  out  of  twenty,  and 
reafoned  upon  the  rnofl  probable  caufe  of  this 
ufual  attack  ?  Inftead  of  which,  he  has  inr 
troduced  this  prevailing  obfervation,  as  if  it 
inight  or  might  not  have  been  left  out  of  his 
chapter,  and  as  if  it  did  not  weigh  a  feather 
in  informing  us  of  what  nature  a  fwelling  of 
the  teflicle  is,  that  ai'ifes  out  of  venereal  infecr 
tion.  As  the  appearance  I  allude  to  fb  uni- 
verfally  prevails,  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
mofl  worthy  of  our  invefligation,  and  not  what 
fnight   happen    from    extraordinary  caufes. 

■  '        ■  But; 
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But  fo  plain  a  truth  would  not  favour  our 
Profelibr's  iingularity  ;  it  would  not  have  gi- 
ven him  the  opportunity  of  fporting  his  new 
opinion.  He  muft  diftort  truth,  for  the  fake 
of  new  theory.  He  creates  a  difeafe,  and  then 
builds  a  lyftem  upon  it. 

I  will  now  lay  before  my  readers  this  ge- 
neral obfervation  of  the  coming  on  of  the 
fwelled  tefticle,  which  he  had  too  much  mo- 
defty  to  omit,  although  he  has  but  barely 
remarked  it. 

As  fingular  a  circumftance  as  any  refpec- 
*'  tinor  the  fwellino;  of  the  tefticle  is,  that  it 
"  does  not  always  come  on  when  the  inflam- 
"  mation  in  the  urethra  is  at  the  height.  I 

think  it  oftener  happens  when  the  irrita- 
"  tion  in  the  urethra  is  going  off,  and  lome- 

times  even  after  it  has  entirely  ceafed,  and 

when  the  patient  conceives  himfelf  to  be 

quite  well." 

Th  is  is  all  the  notice  that  the  Profeftbr 
takes  of  what  he  calls  this  "  fingular  circum- 
*'  ftance  ;"  and  the  reafon  is  very  obvious  to 
me,  why  he  did  not  venture  to  enlarge  upon 
it  ;  becaufe,  when  he  aflerts  that  the  fwelled 

tefticle 


teillcle  ariles  from  fympatliy,  he  is  too  curi' 
ning  and  too  guarded  not  to  know,  that  when 
the  fwelled  tefticle  comes  on  after  irritation 
has  hitirely  ceafed,  and  when  the  patient  con- 
ceives himfelf  quite  well,  there  is  nothing  for 
the  tefticle  to  fympathife  with.  I  earneftly  re- 
queft  the  attention  of  my  readers  to  this  fad: . 
and  I  now  call  upon  the  Profeffor  to  declare 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  uretlira,  what  has  the 
fwelled  tefticle  to  fympathife  with }  when 
there  is  no  pain,  no  inflammation,  no  irrita- 
tion in  the  urethra  to  provoke  a  fympathy  iu 
any  other  part  :  Is  is  poffible  that  this  fha- 
daw  of  the  Profelfor  fliould  exift  without  a 
fubftance  ?  But  what  will  he  fay,  when  I  tell 
him  that  this  whieh  he  calls  a  "  lingular 
"  circumftance,"  is  the  moft  general  and 
common  manner  of  the  attack  of  the  fwel- 
led teflicle.  I  do  affert  that  it  is,  and  I  leave 
it  to  my  readers  to  determine  between  us 
from  what  has  fallen  withiix  their  own  ob- 
fervation. 

The  fwelled  tefticle  muft  be  produced  from 
irritation  in  the  urethra,  or  from  virus  con- 
veyed to  the  teftlcle.  When  a  gland  is  ir- 
ritated from  pain  in  a  contiguous  part,  it  ne- 
ver  happens  but  when  that  pain  is  at  its 

greateft 
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greateft  excels,  and  as  the  pain  declines,  the 
gland  naturally  returns  to  its  healthy  con- 
dition. This  is  the  cafe  of  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  inguinal  glands,  which  is  clearly 
fvmptomatic  in  a  gonorrhoea  when  at  its 
higheft  ftate  of  irritation.  Why  is  not  the 
teflicle  always  irritated  hy  a  gonorrhoea  In  fucli 
a  ftate  ?  or,  why  is  .it  fcarcely  ever  irritated  ? 
Why  does  the  fwelled  tefticle  come  on  with- 
out gonorrhoea!  irritation,  rather  than  when 
the  urethra  is  irritated  ?  Becaufe  it  is  incap- 
able of  being  affetted  without  the  immediate 
adion  of  virus.  The  mild  fymptoms  of  a 
gonorrhcea,  previous  to  the  paii'i  of  the  tefticle, 
and  the  attack  of  the  epidydimk  firft,  prove 
that  the  virus  has  been  continued  from  the 
urethra  to  the  tefticle.  Did  the  attack  of  the 
fwelled  tefticles  aiway  come  on  while  the  In- 
flammation was  at  the  greateft  height  in  the 
urethra,  and,  did  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
in  the  urethra  actually  ceafe,  after  the  pain 
was  felt  in  the  tefticle,  the  fwelling  might  be 
faid  to  originate  from  irritation  without  virus, 
or  from  fympathy,  if  the  Profeflbr  likes  it 
better  ;  but  the  fact  proves  the  contrary.  I 
will  put  one  queftion  to  the  Profeflbr  be- 
fore I  drop  this  fubjeft,  although  I  know  I 
am  anticipating  the  page  that  inftrucls  us  how 

to. 


\         (  56  ) 

to  cure  this  unfubftantial  fhadow.  Upon  your 
honour,  do  you  cure  all  fwelled  tefticles  ari- 
fmg  from  gonorrhoea  in  all  its  ftages  without 
mercury  internally  or  externally  applied,  and 
pledge  yourfelf  for  all  after  confecpences  what- 
ever ? 

Page  57«  0/  the  fwelllngs  of  the  Glands 
from  Sympathj, 

■  The  Profe-iTor  introduces' here  the  doctrine  of 
abfqrbents,  as  if;vsra's  taught  by  Dr.  Hunter  to 
whom  the  honour  is  due.  Dr.  Hunter's  labour 
inth.e  purfuit  of  ey.eiy  thing  he  undertook,  and. 
his  vivaQity;and  elegance,  in  the  explanation  of 
every  fubje£t.  at'  his'  anatomical  ledure  room, 
are  too-  flrongiy  impreffed  on  the  memory  of 
thofe  who  hCfird  him,  and  his  fame  is  too  well 
knoym  in  general  to  receive  any  embellifliment 
from  my  pen. 

"  But  although  we, know  the  manner  in 
which  fubftances  get  into  the  circulation ; 
"  and  on  having  learned  that  many  fubftances, 
«'  efpecially  poifons,  in  their  courfe  to  the  cir- 
"  culation,  irritate  the  abforbent  glands  to  in-, 
fiammation.    We  might  naturally  fuppofe 

"  fuch 
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^*  fuch  fwellings  accompanying  complaints  ia 
**  the  urethra,  attended  with  a  difcharge,  to 
"  be  owing-  to  the  abforption  of  that  matter^ 
"  and  therefore  if  it  be  venereal  difcharge  that 
"  thev  muft  alfo  be  venereal.    But  we  mufl 
not  be  too  hafty  in  drawing  this  conclufion; 
for      know  that  the  glands  will  fometimei 
fwell  from  an  irritation  at  the  origin  of  the 
**  lymphaticks  ;   where  no  abforption  could 
**  poffibly  have  taken  place.'*    Here  the  Pro- 
felTor  Inllances,  that,  from  a  prick  in  the  finger 
from  a  clean  fewing  needle,  the  lymphatick 
glands  will  fwell,  but  that  "  fuch  irritation 
.**  foon  goes  off."  This  the  ProfelTor  points  out 
to  fhow,  that  the  abforbent  fyflem  is  as  capable 
of  being  affeded  by  irritation,  as  by  the  abforp- 
tion of  matter.    To  all  this,  I  fay  yes,  and 
do  congratulate  the  Profeffor  on  his  return  to 
plain  folid  argument.    If,  in  the  highefl  ex* 
cefs  of  a  gonorrhoea,  the  lymphatick  glands 
fwell,  and  the  difcharge  of  gonorrhoea  continues.. 
If,  when  the  inflammation  fubfides,  the  fwel- 
ling  of  the  glands  f  ibfides  alfo  ;  I  fhould  not 
doubt  but  that  fuch  fwellings  were  owing  to 
irritation  :  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  fwel- 
lings of  the  glands  remain  after  the  inflamma- 
tion and  difcharge  from  the  gonorrhoea  are  pafl, 
whether  they  fuppurate  or  remain  in  an  induri- 
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ted  ftate,  there  is  all  prefumption  to  fufpe^t 
abforption,  and  nothing  lefs  fliould  be  thought 
but  that  it  had  taken  place.  But  t  le  profeflbr 
has  fpared  me  any  more  trouble  upon  the  fub- 
je(St,  for,  under  the  influence  of  a  kindly  dif- 
polition,  he  agrees,  that  **  however  there  are 

fwellings  of  thefe  glands  from  adual  abfor- 
*'  ption  of  matter  in  gonorrhoea,  and  which 
*'  confequently  are  truly  venereal ;  and  as  it  is 

poffible  to  have  fuch,  they  are  always  to  be 
«'  fufpeaed." 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  fe6lion,  the  Pro- 
feflbr tells  us,  that  it  is  difficult  to  account  for 
the  nature  of  thofe  *'  fympathetic  difeafes 
I  muft  confefs  for  myfelf,  fince  we  have  agreed 
that  the  glandular  fwellings  may  arife  in  gonor- 
rhoea either  from  irritation,  or  abforption,  and 
lince  we  know  that  thefe  fwellings  go  down 
with  inflammation  in  the  urethra,  when  pro- 
duced by  irritation,  and  remain  after  all  inflam- 
mation has  ceafed,  when  producied  by  abforp-- 
tlon,  that  we  know  as  much  as  we  can,'  and 
enough  to  account  for,  and  cure  the  one 
or  the  other.  And  that  thefe  "  fympathetic 
difeafesj'*  were  always  clearly  underflood  by 
every  one  in  the  profeffion,  who  had  difcern- 
ment  to  guide  them,  confidence  enough  not  to 

bif. 
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be  mifled,  and  m»defly  enough  not  to  nick- 
name as  "  fympathetlc  difeafes,"  what  were 
Imown  before  as  alFedions  from  irritation. 

Notwithftanding  what  I  have  already  faid 
might  be  conclufive  as  to  the  abfurdity  of 
fympathy,  yet  I  cannot  help  reciarking  for 
the  credit  of  all  reputable  practitioners,  who 
have  taken  their  direction s  from  obfervation, 
that  they  never  betrayed  the  leaft  jealouly  of 
the  efFedts  of  fwellings  of  the  glands,  when 
Xhey  correfpond  with  urethral  inflammation. 
Such  have  always  been  conlidered  by  them  as 
the  confequence  of  irritation,  and  without  a  new 
opinion,  either  flolen  *  before  publication,  or 
learnt  from  the  ProfefTor's  work  after,  have 
•been  treated  heretofore  with  fecurity  and  fci- 
.ence.    I  truft  I  fhall  hear  no  more  of  the  un- 
important vanity  of  fympathy,  a  newfangled 
appropriation,  and  equally  difcordant  here,  as 
the  word  "  accommodate"  was  to  Bardolph : 
-this  is  my  jocular  opinion  of  it ;  but  I  am  de- 
ceived if  my  readers  have  not  found  it  out 
as  foon  as  I,  to  be  ferioufly  a  monftrous  im- 
pofition. 

*  Vide  Introdudhon  to  the  Profeflbr's  Work. 
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Page  59.  Of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Lym-' 
phatics  in  a  Gonorrhcea, 

The  Profeffor  does  not  dwell  long  on  this 
fubje6t,  only  to  pohit  out,  "  that,  when  there 
*^  is  an  excoriation  or  difcharge  from  the  pre- 
puce  or  glans  which  may  be  called  a  ve- 
*'  nereal  gonorrhoea  of  thefe  parts,  a  hard 
chord  is  felt  leading  from  the  prepuce 
along  the  back  of  the  penis,  and  the  glands 
^*  inflame.'*    Upon  thefe,  he  remarks,  "  that 
^'  from  the  obfervation  of  the  lues  venerea 
"  being  feldom  produced  from  a  gonorrhoea, 
it  appears  that  a  whole  furface,  or  one  only 
f*  inflamed  does  not  readily  admit  the  abforp- 
**  tion  of  venereal  poifon  ;   and  therefore,  al- 
*'  though  the  venereal  matter  lies  for  many 
weeks  in  the  paffage,  and  over  the  whole 
glans,  it  feldom  happens  that  any  abforp- 
*'  tion  takes  place."      Here  is  one  of  the 
many  opportunities,  that  the  Profeffor  feizes 
to   fport   the   valuable  treafure  of  fcienc?, 
which  he  has  throughout  his  work  convinced 
ps  he  particularly  polTeffes.   The  iymptoms  of 
gonorrhoea  are  held  in  contempt  by  him,  and 
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he  is  eager  at  all  times  to  repeat  to  us,  that 
the  difcharge  is  harmlefs  that  flows  from  a 
gonorrhoea,  and  that  his  doubts  of  bad  con- 
fequenccs  arifuig  from  it,'  are  all  at  aii  ead. 
Notwithftanding  there  are  abforbents,  -yet  they 
do  not  abforb.    Notwithftanding  glands  fup- 
purate,  yet  they  are  not  infedcd  with  poi- 
fon.     If  gonorrhoea  remains,   thera  it  may 
with  innocence.     If  teflicle  fwells,  if  fever 
runs  high,  if  pain  be'  acute,  if  matter  be 
formed,  I  dou8t,  fays  ihe,  that  venereal  poi*- 
fon  has  produced  thefe  lympt-oms- 5 -they  can- 
not be  venereal ;  they  do  well  vvrthout  liief- 
cury.    And  is  there  no  probable  way  for  ve- 
nereal poifon  to  pafs  into  the  habit?    If  a 
whole  furface,  or  one   only  inflamed,  will 
not  permit    it  ;   will  not   wounds  of  any 
fort   be   pafTports   for  its   admittance  ?  for 
as  we  all  know  that  there  is  fuch  a  difeafe  as 
a  conftitutional  lues  venerea,  tell  us,  if  vene- 
real poifon  does  not  pafs  through  that  chan- 
nel ?   No ;   fays  the  ProfefTor,  "  I  am  in- 
"  chned  to  think  that  wounds  are  alfo  bad 
"  abforbing  furfaces,  efpecially,  when  I  con- 
fidcr,  that  few  morbid  poifons  are  abforbed 
H  fioi^  wounds." 
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My  .jea4^:r  s  will  be  pleafed  to  recpllea,  that 
the  Profeflor,  iii  page  9,  calls  the  venereal:^ 
Ciorbid  poffo9,,;tp  ,diiling.ui(h,i|:;  fropa  anim^i, 
vegetable,         mineral  ppifons.     The  fan^f 
^xofeiToj,  in  a  note,  page  36,  compares,  with- 
£^t  aj^y  pret-cMe  to. analogy  in.tjliaj:  inftf^nce, 
tfc^^  vi(fv\s,, of  jT-^jppr,- a^nd  venereal  virus,  as^ 
^'tr\ift,  Iviiaye  in  my  .obfervations  ypon.hjg 
•note  nia4§Iit  ^"^pear.  Thftt  there  may  be  coro.-. 
I^rati^e^reafpning  on  the  effqijls-pf  all  poifons 
lipon-the  {nh}^B  .poifoned,  iF^readMy  agree; 
Jbut  the  Pr(?fe^,?,jrtp."efl:abliirn;  his  opinion,  that 
•Wtmnds  are'  bad  absorbing  furfaces  for  ppifons-, 
^nd  efpecially  Morbid  poifons,  would  not  v^n- 
tur^  a'  comparative  elucidation.    I.Oiall  with 
pleafure  perform  that  duty  for  him,  and  prove 
to  ,my  readers,  that  all  animal,  fptpe  vege 
table,   and-  even  morbid  poifons  are  fooneft 
jeceived  into  the  !habit  by  wounds.    Does  die 
Profeflor  call  the  fmallpox  a  morbid  poifoui 
ibr  as  it  may  be  '*  communicated  to  others, 

as  it  is  received**',  if. can  in  his  opinion 
be  nothing  elfe  than  morbid.  How  often 
does  he  fail  in  communicating  the  infe*flion 
by  wounds  when  he  innocuiates  for  the  fmall 
pox  ?    I  only  mean  when  the  Profeflfor  is  not 
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interrupted  by  another  a£lion  *.  All  animal 
poifons,  of  mad  dog,  •  rattle  fnake,  viper,  &fc'; 
&c.  are  infuled  by  wounds.  The  dud:  that 
conveys  the  poifon  of  the  viper  perforates  the 
tooth  that  makes  the  wound  -j-  The  ticuna, 
a  vegetable  poifon  kills  the  animal  as  foon  as 
applied  to  his  blood  J.  Where  will  the  Pro- 
feflbr's  hew  opinion's  lesid  us  ! 

I  am  told  by  authorities  that  cannot  rbe 
4ifputed,  that  the  Profeffor  addrefles  his  pupils 
fomewliat  after  the  following  manner  :  "  Gen- 
"  tlemen,  I  obferve  that  many  of  you  take 
notes,  I  would  advife  you  to  burn  them; 
' "  for  although  what  I  deliver  now  is  my  opi- 
nion  to   day,  in  another  courfe,  I  may 
change  this  opinion.'*    A  ihident  from  the 
(Country,  under  the  Profeffor  in  the  year  1786, 
-.-will  find  himfelf  out  of  all  fafhion  on  the 
rteturn  of  his  medical  friend  in  the  year  1787. 
Like  country  milleners,  they  muft  vifit  Lon- 
.on  every  fpring,  for  the  newefl  mode  of  cut- 
dng  out  frippery. 

^  *  The  Profefibr  fayj,  that  no  tvvQ,.n(5i:loiis  can .  tak? 
jt  Mace  in  the  fame  fuhjeA  at  the  fame  time. 

•f  Abbe  1  ontana,  Vol.  I.  p.  10. 

i  AMj€  Fontana,  Vol.  II.  p.  118. 
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May  we  not  next  year  prefume  upon  ano* 
ther  quarto  edition,  by  way  of  expofitioft 
upon  this  ? 

Page  60.   Short  Recapitulations  of  the 
Varieties  of  the  Symptoms, 

Here  the  ProfelTor  has,  as  I  knew  he  would, 
broken  in  upon  his  fpecific  diftance  of  an  inch 
and  half,  or  two  inches,  from  the  orifice  that 
marks  the  fpecific  extent  of  inflammation. 
**  Sometimes  it  runs,  fays  he,  (amongft  his 

other  recapitulations)  all  along  the  urethra 
"  to  the  bladder,  and  even  to  the  kidnies, 
"  and  fpreads  into  the  fubftance  of  the  ure- 
*'  thra  producing  a  chordee.  The  Cowper's 
"  glands  he  fufpe£ls  inflame.  Sometimes 
*'  the  difeafe  Jlppears  after  infe(^lion  in  a  fe\\r 
*«  hours,  at  other  times  in  fix  weeks  In. 
fliort,  when  he  defcribes  fymptoms  as  they 
really  are,  he  Cannot  but  tell  us  what  is  known 
to  happen,  and  what  is  only  information  to 
iuch  as  never  fought  after  it  before. 

*  Page  51. 

Page  69. 
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Page  69.    Of  ths  Cure  of  the  Go^ 

norrhxa* 

At  length  we  are  approaching  to  examine 
how  far  the  Profeffor  is  difpofed  to  keep  his 
word,  after  he  has  aflerted,  "  that  gonor- 
rhoea cures  itfelf."  The  touchftone  of  his 
fnicerity,  in  fuch  a  declaration,  can  be  only 
afcertained  by  his  abandoning*  the  difeafe  to 
work  its  own  cure,  by  bidding  defiance  to 
all  remedies,  and  by  pledging  himfelf,  that 
by  leaving  the  gonorrhoea  to  itfelf,  no  ill  con-» 
fequences  can  happen  from  it  hereafter*  j 

As  we  have  no  fpecific  medicine  for* 
*'  gonorrhoea,  it  is  fortunate  that  time  alone 
"  will  efFecl  a  cure  .  It  is  therefore  very 
"  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  every  fuch  in- 
*'  flammation  gets  well  of  itfelf;  yet  al- 
though  this  appears, to  be  nearly  the  truth, 
"  it  is  worthy  of  confideration,  whether  me- 
*'  dicine  can  be  of  any  fervice  in  this  form 
"  of  the  difeafe.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it 
"  is  very  feldom  of  any  kind  of  ufe,  perhaps 
"  not  once  in  ten  cafes  ;  upon  this  idea  of 
**  every  gonorrnoea  curing  itfelf,  1  gave  cer- 

K  *'  tain 
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*«  tain  patients  bread  pills.    The  patients  al- 
*'  ways  got  well,  but  fome  of  them,  I  be- 
lieve,  not  fo  foon  as  they  would  have  done, 
'  *'  had  the  artificial  methods  of  cure  been  em- 
*<  ployed." 

I  prefume  that  every  reader  of  the  above 
extradl  will  agree  with  me,  that,  after  fuch  a 
declaration,  nothing  in  future  ought  to  be 
dreaded  from  a  gonorrhoea ;  and  for  what 
purpofe  the  after  pages  are  devoted,  I  am  at 
a  great  lofs  to  conceive.  If  what  the  Pro- 
felTor  advances  be  true,  if  his  opinions,  when 
once  examined  with  candour  and  judgment, 
{land  the  teft  of  general  approbation  ;  then  is 
a  gonorrhoea,  a  trifle  indeed,  and  thofe  who 
treat  it  as  a  matter  of  importance,  are  deluded 
ideots,  poffeffed  of  no  power  of  difcrimina- 
tion,  and  who  have  borrowed  all  .their  under- 
ftanding.  The  ProfelTor  himfelf  will  be  fuf- 
pe6led  of  a  prejudication,  that  his  honour  will 
never  permit  him  to  deferve  ;  if,  after  the 
above  quotation,  the  reft  of  his  work  be  net 
engaged  to  confirm  fuch  new  opinions.  For 
when  it  is  confidered  that  fociety  in  general, 
and  the  whole  profeffion  in  particular,  have  a 
ftake  in  the  concern;  no  time  furely  can 
then  be  too  long  to  explore  fo  interefting  and 
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fo  pleafing  a  theme  ;  no  work  can  be  too 
large  that  explains  it ;  and  no  credit  too  great 
for  him  that  has  made  the  difcovery, 

Diogenes  dying,  was  alked  by  a  friend, 
what  he  wifhed  fhould  be  done  with  his  body  ? 
Let  it  lie,  faid  the  philofopher,  where  I  die. 
The  friend  replied,  that  the  dogs  would  de- 
vour it.  They  dare  not,  faid  the  philofopher, 
for  my  flick  will  lie  by  me.  But  you  can* 
not  ufe  your  ftick  after  death,  replied  the 
friend,  nor  will  you  know  when  the  dogs  do 
devour  your  body.  Then,  faid  Diogenes, 
what  fignifies  what  will  become  of  my  body  ? 
What  fignifies  what  will  become  of  gonor- 
rhcea  ?  The  ufe  of  mercury,  like  the  flick  of 
Diogenes,  is  unnecefiTary.  If  all  the  above  be 
true,  and  the  Profeflbr's  quotation  flands  as 
pointed  as  if  it  had  been  written  in  Rubrick, 
we  need  no  longer  trouble  ourfelves  about  what 
can  befal  us  from  a  gonorrhoea.  It  is  a  bug- 
bear in  the  imagination  only !  Common  fenfe 
will  not  give  it  a  hearing ! 

A  friend,  after  reading  the  ProfefTor's  work, 
humouroufly  called  him  the  Calvin  in  vene- 
real reformation.  But  I  beg  leave  to  differ 
from  my  friend,  the  ProfefTor  may  be  more 

K  2  aptly 
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aptly  compared  to  Luther,  who  retauied  as 
much  of  the  pageantry  as  was  innocent  in  re^- 
ligion,  without  being  idolatrous  ;  juft  fo  has 
our  ProfelTor  in  phyfic.  Pills  being  formerly 
given  in  gonorrhcea,  he  has  kept  up  appear- 
ances, by  giving  bread  pills  ;  he  might  carry 
it  further ;  fuppofe  that  he  gave  for  an  injec- 
tion fome  pump  water,  to  be  thrown  up  by  a 
fyringe  not  material  as  to  its  being  perfe<fl: ; 
for,  if  the  injedlion  reached  an  inch  and  half, 
or  t'vyo  inches,  that  would  be  quite  far  enough, 
for  thefe  are  the  fpecific  bounds  of  the  dif- 

If  the  ProfeiTor  had  meant  this  new  fport 
pf  bread  pills  juft  to  amufe  bis  readers,  and 
had  epifodically  flung  it  into  this  part  of  his 
work,  before  he  entered  upon  the  more  feri- 
ous  and  important  fubje£t  of  the  beft  cure  for 
a  gonorrhcjea,  ^nd  its  fuppofed  confequences ; 

a  plever  fellow  would  entertain  us,  by  a 
trick  with  the  cards,  while  the  reft  of  the 
party  were  preparing  for  a  fober  game  at  whift, 
J  would  have  joined  him  in  the  fun  ;  but  I 
imagine,  he  means  to  be  ferious  in  this  new 
opinion,  from  what  he  has  faid  in  page  35, 
pnd  in  many  other  parts  of  his  work,  the  fubr- 
^.ance  pf  which  is  this,  that  irritation  from 

gonorrhoea 
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i  onorrhcea  fpontaneoufly  ceafes  by  tiring  it- 
foiit.    But  whilft  the  Profeflbr  fits  at  his 
:e,  an  inactive  fpe(5lator  only,  can  he  tram- 
.:\  the  confequences  ?   can  he  infure  us  from 
.11  local  and  all  the  conftitutional  attacks  that 
CO  arife  from  a  negleded  gonorrhoea  ? 

Cafes,  if  I  were  to  colled  them,  that  would  fill 
?  many  volumes,  and  of  as  large  a  bulk,  as  the 
.cords  of  parliament,   may  be  brought  in 
Droof,  that  all  local,   and  all  conflitutional 
venereal  arFe£lions  may  be  produced  from  go- 
iiorrhcea  :    It  is  for  this  reafon  that  virulent 
r^onorrhcea  does  not  compleat  its  own  cure. 
IThe  virus  that  produced  the  irritation  in  the- 
larethra,  after  the  urethra  can  be  no  longer  ir- 
ritated, is  capable  of  fhifting  its  influence,  of 
r^roducing  new  efFecls,  and  of  being  ramifyed 
"  to  all  venereal  fymptoms   that  ever  were 
kOiown.    This  can  only  be  prevented  by  re- 
ixnedies  of  art.    The  application  of  thefe  re- 
■Uiedies  deftroys  the  fiimulating  power  of  the 
virus,  and  puts  an  end  to  all  irritation.  Thus 
is  the  immediate  attack  removed,  and  the  fu- 
•ture  evils  guarded  againft  and  prevented. 

Does  not  the  Profeffor  know,  that  by  the  ap. 
;plication  of  a  prophyladic,  no  irritation  will 

ever 
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ever  come  on  ?  that,  by  the  fame  application, 
as  foon  as  the  irritation  is  perceived,  the  fymp- 
tom  will  more  readily  give  way  ?  and  that, 
whenever  it  be  applied  before  abforption  has] 
taken  place,  its  fuccefs  is  effedual  ?  Delay,! 
which  (hould  be  always  avoided  as  much  asl 
poffible,  will  certainly  make  the  cure  more  in-l 
tricate  and  important.     From  what  I  have! 
feen  I  have  the  ftrongefl  prefumption  to  draw  t 
this  conclufion,  that  the  length  of  tinie,  in- 
the  cure  of  a  gonorrhoea,  carries  a  very  cor- . 
refponding  reference  to  the  length  of  delay,  in  ' 
applying  remedies  of  art,  after  the  time  of! 
receiving  the  infedlion.  Irritation,  frpm  many  1 
other  caufes,  may  a6l  fomewhat  after  the  man-  (3 
ner  that  the  Profeffor  ftates  this  to  a6l.  But 
of  all  irritating  fubftances  that  could  poffibly 
be  offered,  perhaps  that  of  gonorrhoeal  virus  } 
was  the  leaft  to  be  reconciled,  from  the  na-  ; 
ture  of  its  a6lion,  to  this  new  opinion  of  the  | 
Profeffor.    For  this  is  virus  of  a  fpecific  qua-  | 
lity,  and  only  temporarily  local ;  it  cannot  be 
faid  that  it  has  no  power  of  fhifting  fituation,  I 
and,  if  fuffered  to  remain  unoppofed,  of  afting 
on  every  part  of  the  conftitution  :   it  always 
may,  becaufe  it  often  does.     Therefore,  as 
the  irritation  in  the  urethra,  that  ceafes  fpon-  \ 
taneoufly,  is  not  the  whole  of  the  confequen- 
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res  that  we  are  to  look  to,  as  the  difeafe  is 
act  final  there,  who  will  be  found  fo  hardy 
ind  conceited,  as  to  pronounce  without  equi- 
cocation  or  lubterfuge,  that  gonorrhoea  cures 
^felf. 

I  have  admitted,  for  the  fake  of  the  argu- 
lent,  the  cafe,  that  gonorrhoea  would  cure 
:felf,  that   it  would  gradually  decline  till 
totally  difappeared  ;  but  what  if  that  which 
enerally  happens,   Ihould  follow  fuch  ne- 
fied  ?  what  would  he  have  to  anfwer  for  to 
^le  fufferer,  who  created  the  evil  by  the  ah- 
irdity  of  his  counfel  ?  would  it  not  be  a  Tub- 
ed too  ferious  to  be  fo  fported  with  ?  would 
le  patient  be  as  carelefs  in  his  revenge,  as  he 
:as  in  his  advice  ? 

I  obferved,  that  irritation  produced  from 
--her  caufes  may  determine  in  that  manner 

^-hichtheProfeffor declares irritationfrom  virus 
■'termines  m  the  urethra.  And  fo  it  may  on 
.1  parts  very  fufceptible  of  pain,  by  blunting 
i«e  feeling  that  was  before  the  attack  more 
;;hcately  tender;  by  reducing  the  fenfation 
real  pam,  or  exquifite  pleafure,  to  the  neut- 
.1  condition  of  receiving  either  wirh  indiffer- 
^ce.    The  firft  gonorrhoea  is  generally  the 
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mofl:  inflammatory,  the  firil:  fwelled  tefticl^ 
the  firft  fever,  the  firft  corrections  receive 
by  foldiers,  the  firft  effects  on  the  eyes,  b 
lime,  and  foot,  of  lime  burners  and  chimne 
fv^^e'epers,  are  all  moft  feverely  felt  ;  Tt 
fenfations  from  pleafure  are  in  the  fame  dt 
^ree  reduced  as  they  are  brought  into  rept 
tition. 

From  thefe  general  obfervations,  which  a 
neither  new  nor  uncommon,  it  appears,  th 
the  Profeflbr's  idea  of  gonorrhoea  tiring  01 
itfelf  by  the  decline  of  irritation,  is  only  ane 
opinion,  or  a  ftrange  opinion,    when  it 
.applied  thus  unhappily,  where  it  ought  not 
be  applied  at  all.    I  repeat  it  again,  becau 
here  is  a  virus  of  a  fpecific  quality,  and  whl( 
is  only  temporarily  local ;  and  although  it  pr 
duces  its  firft  effedls  by  irritation,  yet  it  do 
not  ceafe  to  ad  when  irritation  can  be  ] 
longer  fupported.    And  although  this  fpecil 
virus  may,  or  may^^  not  have  transferred  i 
influence,  it  cannot  be  faid  to  be  inactive, 
cannot  be  faid  to  be  extind  ;  for  it  always  r 
tains  the  power  of  quitting  the  local  for  a  co 
ftitutlonal  attack.     And  laft  of  all  what 
more  felf  evident,  and  more  important  th: 
all  I  have  hitherto  faid,  the  local  confequencj 

produc 
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produced  by  gonorrhoea  uncorre^led  by  re» 
medy,  may  not,  and  very  feldom  will  be  at 
an  end,  till  the  parts  dn  which  the  virus  a6ts 
are  deflroyed,  or  if  not  deftroyed,  till  they 
become  fo  unfit  for  their  deftined  funftionSj 
that  the  remainder  of  life  will  be  a  miferable 
entail  upon  the  deluded  fubje61:,  who  fallaci- 
oufly  is  advifed  to  wait  for  his  gonorrhoea  to 
Cure  itfelf ;  dr  who  fallacioufly  fJerfuades  him- 
felf,  that  there  is  no  fpecific  power  yet  known ^ 
which  cures  a  gonorrhoea  by  depriving  the 
Virus  of  the  power  of  action  j  either  in  the  form 
of  gdnorrhcea,  or  any  other  form  ariiing  out 
of  it.  The  orthodoxy  of  the  Profeflbr  will  be 
found  to  be  heretical,  or  there  is  lid  truth  in 
divination.  Suppofe  a  houfe  in  flames^  how 
ridiculous  it  is  to  bring  the  fire  engines  ! 
what  an  ufelefs  fet  of  people  the  fire-men 
are  !  what  nonfenfe  it  is  to  take  precautions 
of  infurance  !  when,  if  you  only  permit  the 
fire  to  continue  till  the  hoilfe  be  burnt  dowii 
to  the  ground,  the  flames  will  not  only  tire 
themfelves  out,  but  in  the  end  be  eompleatly 
extinguifhed* 

Whether  the  PrbfefTor  be  right  or  wrong  in 
his  conjecture,  that  gonorrhoea  was  the  vene- 
real form  with  which  the  crew  of  the  voyag- 

1-1  ers 
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ers  infeded  th6  unfortunate  inhabitants  of 
the  iflands  in  the  fouth  feas  ;  it  muft  remain 
doubtful,  until  fome  good  authority  pofitively 
declares,  that  the  difeafe  was  fpread  there 
from  gonorrhoea.  But,  notwithftanding  the 
Profeflbr  afferts  from  no  other  authority  than 
his  bare  furmife,  and  that  is  to  me  poor  au- 
thority indeed  !  yet  I  claim  the  right  of  con- 
vi*5ling  the  Profeflbr,  by  the  f^-rongeft  evidence 
that  can  poffibly  be  brought  "into  an  Englifti 
Court  of  Juftice  ;  which  is,  by  his  own  con- 
feffion,  by  what  proceeds  out  of  his  own 
mouth  ;  and  I  fliall  make  the  appeal  imme- 
diately to  my  readers,  whether  I  have  not 
brought  fuch  convi£lions  home  to  the  ProfelTor, 
or  rather,  in  this  inftance,  home  to  the  Confef- 
for  ;  but  I  fhould  not  lay  fo  great  ftrefs  upon . 
this,  if  it  were  not  a  matter  of  the  firfl  magni- 
tude ;  and  not  bccaufe,  this  is  the  only  con- 
tradictory blunder  that  I  find  throughout  that 
part  of  his  performance  I  have  hitherto  peru- 
fed  ;  for  truth  bids  me  tell  it,  that  the  fcat- 
tered  differences  in  opinion  blaze  forth  every 
v/here  to  the  eyes  of  the  obfcrver,  as  obvious, 
as  ftars  are  in  a  clear  night. 

*'  But  as  we  ^  find  in  Cook's  lail  voyage, 
that  the  difeafe  in  every  form  is  now  there, 
and  as  we  have  no  intelligence  of  a  gonor- 

"  rhoea 
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"  rhoea  being  fince  introduced,  we  muft  fup- 

"  pofe,   that  every  form  of  the  difeafe  has 

"  been  propagated  from  one  root,  which  moft 

"  probably  was  a  gonorrhoea  *. 

"  If  it  is  true,  as  is  afferted  in  a  voyage 
*'  round  the  world,  that  the  difeafe  was  car* 
*'  ried  to  Otaheite  ;  It  fhews  that  it  can  be 
"  long  retained  after  all  ideas  of  its-  exiftence 
"  have  ceafed  :  and  when  it  is  retained  for 
"  fuch'a  length  of  time,  it  is  moft  probable 
"  in  the  form  of  gonorrhoea -f*. 

"  A  young  woman  from  the  Magdalen 
*'  Hofpital  was  received  into  that  houfe  two 
*'  vears  before,  and  continued  there  ail  that 

time.  The  moment  fhe  came  out,  flie 
*'  was  picked  up  by  one  who  was  in  waiting 
"  for  her  with  a  poft  chaife  to  carry  her  off 
"  immediately  ;    flie   gave   him    a  gonor- 

rhoea  . 

From  whence  I  took  the  above  quotations, 
there  I  find  innumerable  others,  of  cafes  that 
prove  the  bad  cfFe6ls  of  gonorrhoea  ;  it  is  not 
material  to  me  for  what  purpofe  the  Profeflbr 


*  Page  15.       -f  Page  40.       j  Page  38. 
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brings  forward  thefe  cafes  ;  for  if  they  be 
true,  he  may  apply  them  to  elucidate  one' 
point  in  theory,  and  I  may  apply  them  to  elu-, 
cidate  another  ;  for  all  true  cafes  being  but  in-» 
ftruments  in  our  hands  to  be  applied  for  our 
advantage,  pne  may  employ  them  to  one  end, 
and  another  to  another  end,  Thefe  fo  far- 
prove,  that  the  ProfefTor  believes,  and  knows 
that  gqnorrhoea  does  not  cure  itfelf ;  and 
that  gonorrhoea  can  commit  all  the  difaftrous 
mifchiefs  that  I  have  attributed  to  it.  After 
my  readers  have  fatisfied  their  information, 
by  looking  at  the  above  p^dure  of  gonorrhoea 
given  by  the  ProfefTor,  I  beg  that  they  would 
regard  its  reyerfe  drawn  by  thp  fame  artift  ; 
for,  redder e  perjorns  Jclt  co?ivenientia  cuique*^ 
and  their  own  con^ment  fliall  fpare  me  fronii 
any  further  intrufio.n  of  ^y  obfervations 
this  point  at  ifTue. 

^*  As  the  living  principle  in  many  difeafeg 
is  not  capable  of  containing  the  fame 
**  action,  it  alfo  lofes  this  power  in  the  prcr 
f '  ,fent^  when  the  difeafes  is  in  the  form  of 
**  a  gonorrhoea,  and  the  efFe£t  is  at  laft  ll;op- 
f  ped,  th^  irritation  ceafing  gradually. 
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The  circumftance  of  the  ceafing  fpon- 
taneoufly,  only  happens  when  it  attacks  a 
»'  fecreting  iiirface,  and  when  a  fecr-etion  of 
pus  is  produced. 

"  The  common  practice  proves  thofe  fa£ls  ; 
^'  we  every  day  fee  gonorrhoeas  cured  by  the 
"  moft  ignorant  ;  but 'm  chancre  or  in  the  lues 

venerea  more  Ikill  is  neceffary  :  the  reafon 
f ^  is  obvious,  gonorrhoea  cures  itfelf ;  whilft 
"  the  other  forms  of  the  difeafe  require  the 
"  afTiflance  of  art. 

From  this  circumftance  of  all  gonor- 
rlioea  ceafmg  without  medigal  help,  &c. 
&c.  &c*, 

*'  As  we  have  no  fpecific  medicine  for  go- 
**  norrhosa,  it  is  fortunate  that  time  alone,  will 
efftd:  a  cure  :  it  is  therefore  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  every  fuch  inflammation  gets 
well  of  itfelf. 

**  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  medicine 
**  can  be  very  feldom  of  any  kind  of  ufe. 

*  Page  35. 
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"  Upon  this  idea  of  every  gonorrhoea  cu- 
ring  itfelf,  I  gave  certain   patients  bread 
pills  ;   the  patients  always  got  well  :  but 
*'  fome  of  them  I  believe  not  fo  foon  as  they 
"  would  have  done,  had  the  artificial  methods 
'*  of  cure  been  employed*. 

"  Whatever  methods  are  ufed  for  the  cure, 
"  either  locally  or  conftitutionally,  it  is  al- 

ways  neceffary  to  have  in  view  the  poffi- 
"  bility  of  fome  of  the  matter  being  abforbed, 
"  and  afterwards  appearing  in  the  form  of  lues 
"  venerea ;  to  prevent  which,  I  fhould  be  in- 

clined  to  give  fmall  dofes  of  mercury  in- 
"  ternallyf." 

Thus  have  I  brought  a  few  of  the  Profeffor's 
fcattered  new  opinions,  and  fucli  as  are  refer- 
able to  the  fubjedl  before  us,  to  a  focus,  and 
fet  the  colledlion  in  fo  advantageous  a  light, 
that  the  variety  gives  a  pleafuig  efFe£l  of  each 
upon  the  other:  like  a  variegated  landfcape; 
here  are  hill  and  dale,  wood  and  water,  lawn 
and  heath. 

It  is  not  the  firft  time  that  I  have  endeavour^ 
cd  to  pofTefs  my  readers  with  a  fufpicion,  that 

*  Page  69,  70.  *!•  Page  86. 
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has  all  along  clung  to  my  belief,  that  the  Pro" 
fellbr  plays  off  liis  new  opinions  in  theory,  and 
reconciles  himfelf  to  adopt  our  old  ones  in 
praclice.    This  accounts  for  his  cautious  pru- 
dence, though  reludantly  fet  down,  of  betray- 
ing an  inclination  to  give  a  few  dofes  o-f  mer- 
cury.   As  I  proceed  further  in  this  remarkable 
chapter,  a  chapter  that  cannot  be  outdone  by 
Quivedo  himfelf,   I  find  that  the  ProfelTor, 
mftead  of  filHng  up  the  remaining  pages  of  it,' 
with  morefucccefsful  cafes  of  bread  pills,  with 
more  cafes  effefted  by  conftitutional  difpofitions 
without  artificial  aid,  has  already  difcovered 
an  mtention  to  abandon  his  new  ground,  and 
to  fall  into  the  ranks;  familiarly  fpeaking,  to 
become  one  of  us  ;  to  engage  the  enemy  with 
rthe  fame  weapons  that  we  do  ;  and  to  be  fub- 
.•jecl  to  our  difcipline.    I  lhall  watch  this  ma- 
noeuvre, and  if  I  find  it  a  feint,  my  readers 
■fliallknowit.    Thefaais,  that  the  Profeflor 
oroceedsto  treat  of  the  different  modes  of  cure 
:imongft  all  of  which,  I  fee  no  novelty,  that  I 
would  ftoop  to  pick  up  :  All  methods,  that  eve- 
7  body  knows,  or  that  every  body  has  tried 
^ooner  or  later,  that  have  followed  the  old  fafhio- 
ted  practice  of  curing  this  difeafe,  are  ferved 
ip  to  our  view,  like  an  exhibition  of  pidures 
ndfojudicioufly  remarked  upon  by  the  Pro- 

feflbr, 
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feflbr,  as  to  borrow  new  fplendour  by  the  fredi 
Varnifli  he  lays  upon  them. 

I  (hall  proceed  to  give  my  readers  the  bed 
idea  I  can  of  the  ProfefTor's  opuiions,  and  rules 
to  be  obferved,  in  the  treatment  of  the  gonorr^ 
h<£a. 

*'  The  firfl  thing  to  be  confidered  is,  the 
*'  inflammation  itfelf,  whether  violent  or 
*'  mildj  whether  common  or  irritable  ;  yet 

even  when  this  is  afcertained  we  have  not  in 
'*  all  cafes  the  cure  in  our  power.'* 

*'  When  the  fymptoms  are  violent,  but  of 
*'  the  common  inflammatory  kind,  which  is 
*'  to  be  coUedted  from  the  attending  circum- 
"  ftances,  particularly  the  extent  of  inflamma- 
"  tion  not  exceeding  the  fpecidc  diftance,  the 
"  local  mode  of  cure  may  be  either  irritating 
"  or  foothing  till  the  original  violence  is 
*'  over.  Irritation  in  the  prefent  cafe,  may  be 
*'  attended  with  lefs  danger  than  in  the  irrita- 
'*  ble  inflammation,  and  may  alter  the  fpecitic 
"  a£lion,  but  to  produce  this  effe6l  it  muft  be 
*'  greater  than  the  irritation  from  the  original 

injury**' 

After 
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**.  After  all,  however,  I  believe  the  foothing 
plan  is  the  beft  at  the;  beguming." 

Here  we  are  treated  with  a  fublime  flight  of 
the  Profeffor,  "  irritable .  iiiflammation,"  he 
has  undertaken  to  explain  this  new  opinion  by 
a  note,  but,  until  he  adds  a  fecond  note  to  ex-^ 
plain  his  firfl,  niy  readers  nlufl  feriiain  in  the 
lanie  ignorance  that  I  do,  and  be  content  to 
guefs  at  his  meaning  ;  for  like  every  myftery 
it  is  Inveloped  in  dark  obfcurity,  and  hiddea 
from  the  reach  of  vulgar  underftanding.  As  the 
reader  may  perceive  from  the  quotations  I  have 
already  given,  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  explain 
to  them  the  ideas  the  Profeflbr  enterfains  of  the 
cure  of  a  gonorrhoea,  now  he  brings  his  new 
■opinions  into  play  :  Nothing  can  be  more  un-^ 
determined  than  the  fyftem  he  adopts  :  It  can 
hardly  be  called  a  fyftem  :  The  word  chance 
is  much  better  to  call  it  by.  Ail  that  I  can 
collect  from  the  above  extra6ts  is,  that  the  ir- 
fitating  plan  is  not  dangerous,  and  the  foothing 
fafe.  But  direftly  after,  he  fays,  Nothing 
*'  fhould  be  done  that  may  tend  to  flop  the 
difchcrge. — The  conflitutlon  fhould  be 
'  altered  if  pofiible.  If  the  conflitution  cannot 
'**  be  altered,  nothing  is  to  be  done  but  to  al- 

U  «*  low 
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"  low  the  parts  to  tire  themfelves  out  by  a 
continuance  of  the  fame  aclion." 

What  a  forlorn  hope  has  the  Profeffor  hung 
out  to  his  patient  !  a  gonorrhoea  may  remain 
upon  him  for  years  ;  he  mufl  be  fhuf  out  from 
the  moft  alluring  enjoyments  ;  he  .  cannot  be 
cured ;  there  is  no  fpecifick  in  the  catalogue 
of  remedies.  Irritable  inflammation  may  come 
on,  and  therr  the  difeafe  becomes  fo  unruly  as 
to  break  over  its  fpecifick  bounds.  It  is  vain 
for  him  to  cry  cut,  that  he  is  tired  before  the 
parts  attacked  are  ;  for  they  mufl  be  allowed 
*•*  to  tire  themfelves  out  by  a  continuance  of 
**  the  fame  adion/*  Go,  fays  he,  to  the  pa- 
tient, you  have  got  a  runaway  horfe,  I  can 
make  you  no  bridle  that  will  govern  him  ; 
when  he  gallops  away  with  you,  fpur  him  on  ; 
tire  him  and  he  will  flop  of  himfelf ;  you 
may  coax  him  to  ftop  if  you  can  ;  b^t  if 
neither  will  avail,  I  fiy  again,  keep  your  feat, 
and  tire  him  out. 

I  fhall  juft  lay  before  my  readers  one  more 

cxtra£l,  and  then  get  rid  of  this  chapter  of 

difficulties,  as  foon  as  I  can,  for  I  may,  with 

truth,  that  cannot  be  impeached,  affirm,  that 

Locke  himfelf,  in  his  eflay  on  human  under- 
i  ftand- 
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(landing,  is  not  half  fo  abftrufe  as  the  Pro- 
feflbr  is,  in  his  eflay  on  animal  gonorrhoea. 
There  may  be  more  in  his  realbn,  than  is 
dreamt  of  in  my  philofophy,  but  I  cannot  find 
it  out,  Iconfefs  my  incapacity. 

*'  When  the  inflammation  has  confiderably 
**  abated,  the  difeafe  only  now  remaining 
"  in  a  mild  form,  it  may  be  attacked  locally, 
"  violence  is  flill  to  be  avoided ;  becaufe  it 
*'  may  bring  back  the  irritation.  At  this  pe- 
"  riod  gentle  aftringents  may  be  applied  v^^ith 
"  a  profpedl  of  fuccefs ;  or  if  the  difeafe  has 
"  begun  mildly,  and  there  are  no  fgns  of  an 
*'  inflammatory  difpofitlon  either  of  the  com- 
"  mon,  or  irritable  kind  ;  in  order  to  get  rid  of 

the  fpecific  mode  of  adllon  quickly,  an  irri- 
"  tating  injeftion  may  be  ufed,  which  will  in- 

creafe  the  fymptoms  for  a  time,  but  when  it 
"  is  left  off,  they  will  often  abate,  or  whol- 
*'  ly  difappear.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  parts,  aftrin- 
*'  gents  may  be  ufed  ;  for  the  only^thing  to  be 
*'  done,  is  to  procure  a  celTation  of  the  dif- 
"  charge,  which  is  now  the  principle  fymp- 

tom." 

I  am  coofident,  that,  if  a  man  of  fupcrior 
talents  to  me,  and  with  a  ftronger  difpolition 

M  2  .  to 
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tofatire,  had  taken  upon  him  the  tafk  of  pror 
ving  the  theory  of  the  Profeffor  by  the  teit  of 
criticifm,  the  fubje<Sl  before  us  would  have 
warmed  him,  and  he  would  have  proceeded  iri 
his  triumph  with  more  than  common  rapture ; 
the  brow  of  the  Profeffor  would  have  been 
deeply  furrowed,  and  fuch  an  irritation  would 
have  been  raifed  on  his  feelings,  as  would 
have  reached  my  iympathy.  I  am  only  angry 
at  his  miftaking  himfelf  all  this  while ;  from 
his  fituation,  we  had  a  right  to  expect,  that 
every  innovation  would  have  been  clear  and 
diftin6l.  Tliis  is  not  an  age  for  ^bfurd  theory, 
and  the  ProfefTor's  powers  are  not  equal  to 
charm  us  into  a  wrong  perfuafion.  Experi- 
rnent,  the  touchffcone  for  truth,  is  the  high 
road  for  the  Profeffor.  But  as  his  friend,  the 
Abbe  Fontana  fays,  after  all,  I  fear  that  man 
loves  better  to  be  admired  than  ufeful ;  mar- 
vellous than  true  ;  difficult  than  important. 
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Page  72.  Of  the  different  Modes  of  Prac- 
tice— Evacuants — Aflringents, 

The  Profeflbr  divides  the  remedies  com- 
monly recommended  in  gonorrhoea,  into  two 
kinds,  internal  and  local.    The  internal  reme- 
dies are  divided  into  evacuants  and  aftringents. 
*'  Tije  evacuants  are  principally  .of  the  purga- 
**  tive  or  diuretic  kind,  every  pradlitioner  fup- 
pofing  that  he  is  in  pofltflion  of  the  beft  re- 
medy;  mercury,  neutral  falts,  nitre."  The 
ProfelTor  has  no  great  opinion  of  thefe  remedies. 
For  what  idea"  lays  he,      can  we  form  of 
irritation  produced  all  along  the  inteftinal 
canal  curing  a;  fpecific  inilammation  in  the 
'**  urethra?"  "  Yet"  for  it  isimpoflible  for  the 
i  Profeflbr  to  be  politive  in  any  opinion  but  in. 
!his  new  ones  "  there  are  cafes  where  a  brifk 
purge  has  even  performed  a  cure." 

**  Aftringents  though  often  given,  yet  hav6 
been  always  condemned  by  thole  who  call 
themfelves  the  judicious  and  regular  prac- 
titioners."    The  Profeflbr,  *'  believes  that 

they 
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"  they  do  not  in  any  cafe  lefTen  the  venereal 
"  inflammation,  but  certainly  they  often  leffen 
"  the  difcharge."  As  that  effed  however 
"  doesnotconftitute  acure,  it  is  not  necefla-  '. 

to  produce  it.'*  The  profefTor  "  can  coii- 
"  ceive  that  the  balfams,  with  fomething  elfe, 

may  help  to  lefTon  the  difcharge,  as  thein^. 
*'  flammation  abates." 


Page  74.  Of  Local  Applications — different 
Kinds  of  InjeBions — irritating — Se^ 
dative — ^Emollient — Aftringent^ 

Local  applications  may  be  either  internal 
to  the  urethra,  external  to  the  pubis,  or 
both ;  all  of  which  will  be  in  many  cafes 
"  neceffary.   The  internal,  or  thofe  applied  to 
**  the  urethra,  would  feem  moft  likely  to  cure 
*'  this  fpecies  of  difeafe,  by  coming  immedi.- 
"  ately  into  conta6t  with  the  difeafed  parts  ; 
jf*  for  if  they  have  any  power  of  a6lion,  what- 
.ever  that  be,  it  muft  be  in  oppofition  to  the 
"  venereal  irritation ;  therefore  we  might  fup- 
"  pofe,  that  moft  irritations  that  are  not  ve.- 
♦<  liereal,  would  tend  to  a  cure  ;  but  certainly 

this 
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<«  tills  is  not  the  cafe.  If  on  the  contrary,  the 
^  applications  are  fuch  as  quiet  irritation,  they 

*«  mull  alfo  be  of  fervice  Thefe  apphca- 

•*  tions  may  be  fluid,  or  folid." — "  By  fluid,'* 
he  means  "  a  wafli  to  the  fore,"  by  folid  "  ^ 
"  bougee"  and  at  length,  he  tells  us,  "  that 
<*  fluid  appUcations  are  called  injedions,  and 
which  are  without  number* ;  but  the  great 
'««  variety  of  injedions,  and  every  venereal  in- 
<*  flamraation  getting  well  during  their  ufe, 
•  *«  which  was  likewife  obferved  to  happen  when 
internal  medecines  were  given,  are  ftrong 
corroborating  circumftances  in   favour  of 
the  opinion,   that  every  fuch  complaint 
'**  will  in  time  cure  itfelf."  , 

This  lafl:  obfervation  of  the,  ProfefTor  fhall 
;not  efcape  my  notice  for  a  moment.    And  is 
I  this  all  the  foundation  he  has  for  unqualified 
;aflertions,  that  injeftions  do  not  cure  a  gonor- 
:rhcea,  but  that  gonorrhoea  cures  itfelf  ?  Be- 
icaufe  a  variety  of  injections  are  given,  and 
t every  venereal  inflammation  gets  well  during 
their  ufe  ?    Is  this  the  fcource  from  whence 
'the  Profeflbr  draws  his  ftrong  conclufion,  that 
•every  fuch  complaint  will  in  time  cure  itfelf? 
The  prefumption  may  carry  him  further  than 
he  was  aware  of  ?  for  proof  he  Cannot  call  it  ; 
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It  is  prcfumption  arifing  out  of  a  determined, 
obflinatc  principle  of  doubting  every  theory 
but  his  own  opinions  ;  for,  he  might  alfb'j 
have  afl'erted,  and  it  would  have  been  much 
more  confonant  to  reafon  :  That  the  great  va- 
riety of  inje£lions  given,  and  every  inflam- 
mation getting  well  during  their  ufe,  are  jftrong 
corroborating  circumftanees  in  favour  of  the 
opinion,  that  they  may  all  tend  to  the  fame 
end,  and  that  the  complaint  yields  to  their 
fpecific  power.  Is  there  but  one  way  to  cure 
a  chancre  ?  Does  the  Profeflbr  not  give  us 
hereafter  to  underftand,  that  there  is  more 
than  one  ?  I  alk  him  this,  becaufe  I  do 
not  wifli  to  foreftall  the  after  page  that  will 
tell  it.  Does  he  not  in  bubo  advife  different 
means  ?  Does  he  not  aid,  or  change  the  pre- 
paration of  mercury  in  blotches  on  the  Ikin  ? 
In  nodes  in  the  bones  ?  In  fliort,  does  he  de- 
pend upon  mercury  folely,  and  in  one'  form 
in  the  cure  of  all  venereal  cafes,  whefe  he  ad- 
mits of  the  fpecific  power  of  mercury  to'  cure 
them  ?  If,  in  thefe  iuftarices,  he  goes  through 
his  cure  of  all  fymptoms,  and  every  ftage  of^ 
them,  wifhoXit  calling  into  his  aid,  as  new 
fymptoms  offer,  other  remedies,  or  trying 
mercury  in  other  forms,  I  fay,  if  he  does  do 
fo,  thwi  do  I  yield  alt  refiftence  to  all  his  new 

op'inions. 
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opinions,  and  upon  thefe  terms  alone  do  I 
admit,  that  he  has  argued  more  for  the  honour- 
able caule  of  invcftigating  truth,  than  for  the 
contemptible  vanity  of  being  fingular. 

But  the  Profcffor  might  as  well  have  ftild, 
you  can  only  convince  me  that  there  is  a  fpe- 
cific  for  gonorrhoea,  as  there  is  for  chancre 
or  conftitutional  venereal  difeafe,  by  giving 
me  proof  that  there  is  but  one  fpecific,  that 
you  have  that  fpecitic  in  your  poffeffion^  and 
that  I  will  fee  the  application  of  it,  and  that 
it  fliall  reft  with  me  to  determine,  whether  it  •  | 
be  a  fpecific  or  not.  This  is  vv^hat  I  call  a 
fpecific  in  the  ftriclefl:  fenfe  ;  if  the  Profeflbr 
means  as  much,  I  can  only  fay,  that  when  he 
afferts  that  there  is  no  fpecific  for  gonorrhoea, 
he  calls  for  more  proof  than  he  requires  for 
chancre,  or  conftitutional  venereal  difeafe. 

But -immediately  after  this  the  Profeflbr  af- 
fumes  fuch  a  fyftem  as  I  know  nothmgjimiie  aut 
fecundum  to  it.  He  begins  to  treat  of  the  cure 
of  a  gonorrhoea  according  to  the  old 'opinion, 
whilft  he  is  combating  the  dodlrine  by  his  new 
one.  The  favourite  maxims  inculcated  by  the 
ancients  and  fandioned  by  the  moderns,  of 
adhering  to  eftablifhed  rules  unlefs  better  can 
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be  providec],  are  fpuriied  by  the  Profeflbr ; 
he  has  built  a  new  houfe,  but  will  not  qiiit 
the  old  one  ;  he  has  raifed  up  a  new  thcorv, 
but  dares  not  conform  a  pra£lice  to  it;  he 
has  built  upon  a  fandy  foundation  indeed  ! 
The  Profeflbr  may  depend  upon  it,  that  he 
is  erring  from  the  rule  of  right  when  he 
finds  fault  without  being  able  to  amend. 
This  IS  what  my  fufpicions  all  along  led 
me  to,  and  I  find  them  well  founded.  Does 
the  Profeflbr  fend  away  thofe  unfortunate 
viilims  he  devotes  to  be  tired  out  by  a  go- 
norrhoea ?  If  he  does,  and  for  confclence  fake, 
I  will  be  obliged  to  him  to  fend  them  to  me ; 
for  although  I  have  a  confcience  alfo,  yet  I  be- 
lieve it  is  not  fo  delicately  wrought  as  the  Pro- 
feflbr's  ;  I  fliould  endeavour  to  cure  them,  I 
fhould  ftill  try  to  prevent  all  evils  (as  he  calls 
them)  Jthat  arife  from  neglected  gonorrhoea  ; 
notwithflanding  the  comfort  he  has  held  out  ta 
the  contrary,  which  muft  be  at  leaft  as  grate- 
ful to  the  feelings  of  the  unfortunate  patients, 
as  a  wet  blanket  wrapped  over  them.  But  I 
am  fure  the  Profeflbr  will  not  part  with  one 
of  them  :  the  pious  fraud  of  bread  pills  was 
meant  to  amufe  us ;  to  detain  his  patients, 
fomething  more,  as  hereafter  will  appear,  will 
be  attempted  at  leafl:  by  him  ;  and  perhaps. 

what 
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wJiat  others  attempt,  but  I  truft  with  niorc 
confidence  and  lucccrs. 

I  fhail  divide,  fays  he,  inje£lions  according 
*'  to  their  particular  effefts  u^pon  the  urethra, 
*'  into  four  kinds ;    the  irritating,  fedative, 

emolhent,  and  aftringent.  The  fpecific,!  be- 
"  lieve  is  not  yet  dilcovered,  although  a  mer- 
"  curial  inje(5tion,  in  fome  form  or  other,  is 
"  by  moft  people  fuppofed  to  be  poffefled  of 

fuch  a  power,  and  of  courfe  this  mineral 
**  makes  part  of  many  of  the  injeflions  now 
"  in  ufe." 

His  irritating  injedlion  is  compofed  of  a  fo- 
lution  of  fublimate.  His  fedative,  of  opium, 
faccharum  faturni,  advifing  at  the  fame  time 
deluting  liquors.  His  emollient,  of  gum 
arabic,  milk  and  water,  and  fweet  oil.  And  his 
aflringent,  of  the  gums,  as  dragon's  blood,  the 
baifams,  and  the  turpentines  dlffolved  in  wa- 
ter;  the  juices  of  many  vegetables,  as  oak 
bark,  p;.ruvlan  bark,  tormentil  root,  and  per- 
haps all  the  metallic  falts,  as  green,  blue,  and 
white  vitriols  ;  the  falts  of  mercury,  and  alfo 
alum. 


*'  External  applications,  poultices  and  fo- 
**  mentations — -when  the  glands  of  the  ure- 
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thra  are  fwelled,  the  application  ot  mercu- 
"  rial  ointment  may  be  proper,  after  the  in- 
"  flammation  has  fubfided.  Indeed  mercurial 
"  ointment  is  often  applied  when  in  a  ftate 
"  of  inflammation,"  but  he  fays  "  he  is  not 

perfedly  fatisfied  of  the  utility  of  fuch 
y  pradice." 

Such  is  the  catalogue  of  remedies  that 
the  ProfeflTor  has  made  out  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  our  eager  curiofity,  and  quenching  our 
.  uncommon  and  preffing  thirft  for  informa- 
tion. Such  is  the  inexhaufliible  treafure  from 
this  fountain.  Here  are  calculated  remedies 
for  all  conftitutions,  from  the  rich  king  down 
to  the  poor  beggar.  But  I  would  not  wilh 
to  turn  my  back  upon  my  old  acquaint- 
ances ;  and  I  hope,  although  I  find  them  in 
company  with  the  Prpfeflbr,  that  I  may  be 
permitted  the  honour  of  recognifing  them  ; 
for,  I  firmly  believe,  that  there  is  not  a  pupil 
of  two  months  ftanding  in  this  city,  who 
does  not  know  all  the  remedies  remarked 
upon  by  the  Profeflbr,  as  well  as  I  do.  That 
th«y  may  choofe  to  throw  afide  the  worfer 
part  of  them,  I  will  not  deny,  and  perhaps 
they  may  be  in  the  right  if  they  did. 


*'  Irritating 
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"  Irritating  inje£llons  do  not  agree  with  all 

•  "  inflammations  ariling  from  venereal  poifon  ; 
'  *'  it  may  be  alked,  in  what  cafes  are  the  ir- 
'  <*  ritating  injections  to  be  yfed  with  advan- 

•  *'  tase  ?  This  I  have  not  been  able  to  de- 
**  termine.    Where  the  perinasum  is  very  fuf- 

•  <'  ceptible  of  inflammation,  nor  where  there 
"  is  a  tendency  in  the  bladder  to  irritation ; 
*'  in  fuch  cafes  I  have  not  fucceeded  with 
*'  them  ;  they  do  not  only  do  no  good,  but 
'*  they  often  do  harm,  for  I  have  feen  them 
*'  make  the  inflammation  fpread  further  in 
*'  the  urethra,  and  I  think  I  have  reafon  to 
*'  fufpeft  that  they  have  been  the  caufe  of 
*'  abcelTes  in  perin^o."  This  lafl  obferva- 
tion  the  ProfelTor  quaUfies  with  a  note  to  ex- 
plain. "  It  is  however  to  be  remarked,  that 
"  this  fymptom  is  not  always  to  be  attributed 
*'  to  injedtions ;   for  it  often  happens  v/hen 

none  are  ufed/' 

Of  fedative  injections — The  Profeflbr  de- 
clares for  "  opium,  being  perhaps  the  beft 

fedative  we  have  ;  but  even  opium  will  not 
*'  agree,  or  act  as  a  fedative  in  all  parts  ;  on 
^'  the  contrary,  it  often  has  oppofite  effedts, 
*'  producing  great  irritability.   Saccharum  fa- 

turni 
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"  turn!  makes  a  good  fedatlve  aftringent  iii- 
"  jeaioii." 

Of  emollient  injedlions — he  fays,  "  they 
"  are  the  propereft  when  the  inflammation  is 
"  very  great ;  they  are  probably  firft  ulcful 
"  by  fimply  wafliing  away  the  matter,  and 
"  then  leaving  a  foft  application  to  the  part." 
I  fhall  juft  put  the  ProfefTor  in  mind,  and 
bring  to  the  recoUedlion  of  my  readers,  that 
the  Profeflbr  has  all  along  perfifted,  that  the 
matter  could  do  no  harm  ;  and  here  is  my 
authority  for  the  obfervatlon  :  "  Wafhing  of 
*'  a  fore  I  believe  unnecelTary;  for  I  imagine 
*'  that  matter  from  any  fore  whatever,  is  al- 
*'  ways  fuch  as  cannot  ftimulate  the  fore  into 
**  any  aftion* 

Of  aflringent  injedlions — "   They  fliould 
only  be  ufed  at  the  latter  end  of  the  dil- 
eafe,  when  it  has  become  mild,  and  the 
"  parts  begin  to  itch.     But  this  fhould  be 
according  to  circumftances,  and  if  the  dif- 
"  eafe  began  mildly,  they  fhould  be  ufed  at 
**  the  very  beginning  ;   for  by  gradually  lel- 
"  fenlng  the  difcharge  without  increafing  the 

Page  76. 
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<*  mflammatlon,  we  compleat  the  cure,  and 
♦*  prevent  a  continuation  of  the  difcharge, 
*i  called  a  j^leet."    I  am  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
to  which  of  the  five  words,   "  But,  probable, 
«'  feldom,  happen,  and  believe,"  the  Profef- 
ilbr  owes  the  moft  obligation.    They  certainly 
:are  his  coat  of  armour,  wliich  he  puts  on  when 
ihe  combats  old  opinions  ;  but  his  new  opl- 
inions  want  neither  coat  of  mail,  breaft-plate, 
<ov  falchin  ;   they  are  bold  in  their  own  na- 
.  .  Jnefs,  are  truth  itfelf,  heft  to  be  admired  in 
tthe  ftrono-eft  lisrht,  and  "  unadorned,  adorned 
the  moft." 

Such  is  the  difpofition  which  the  Profeflbr 
liias  made  for  the  attack  of  a  difeafe,  that,  if 
but  let  alone,  would  cure  itfelf.    But  if  any 
pf  my  readers  be  defirous  of  knowing  how 
Land  when  thefe  remedies  are  to  be  applied,  he 
■will  be  difappointed  in  that  expedlation  from 
line.    For,  when  the  Profeflbr  conferred  upon 
pis  his  ideas,   he  ought   to  have  furnifhed 
Ins   with    intellefts    to   comprehend  them. 
IHe  tells  us  that  the  remedies  do  not  always 
l-i6t  alike,  that  they  do  good  and  they  do  harm  : 
ISometimes  this  firft,  and  fo  vice  verfa,  ring  all 
"l;haiiges  upon  them,  and  their  harmony  will 
■•ftill  be  the  fame  ;  if  you  rcguhuc  them  by  the 
I  fcalo 
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fcale  of  a  country  dance,  thus,  let  fedative 
and  emollient  fet  corners  ;  figure  in  irrita- 
ting ;  and  lead  down  aftringent  ;  then  all 
four  hands  round  ;  right  and  left  :  This  dif- 
pofitlon  may  do,  or  it  may  not  do  ;  thefe-are 
my  adopted  remedies,  and  I  have  nothing  bet- 
ter to  offer. 

But  to  be  a  little  more  ferious  ;  when  a 
man  comes  forth  with  a  voluminous  work  full 
of  innovation  in  theory-s  'only,  without  any 
thing  like  the  fliadow  of  improvement  in 
pradtice,  which  I  proteft  to  be  the  cafe  in 
point,  as  far  as  I  have  now  perufed  ;  to  what 
good  can  fuch  work  tend  ?  If  the  dlfeafe  be 
not  better  underflood,  if  contradi(£lions  and 
doubts  take  place  of  matters  of  fa6t,  if  the 
mark  of  cure  be  removed  at  a  greater  diflance 
from  us  in  proportion  as  the  theory  is  at- 
tempted to  be  changed,  and  no  new  remedy 
preferred  ;  where  is  all  that  advantage  which 
is  gained  from  true  knowledge  ?  Is  it  to  be 
found  in  this  performance  of  the  Profeiibr  ? 
I  have  heard  of,  and  I  have  lived  long  enough 
to  be  a  witnefs  to  a  theory  that  has  helped  to 
pradice,  and  to  a  pradlice  that  has  helped  to 
theory  :  fuch  have  been  no  foouer  given  out 
by  their  refpedive  authors,  than  they  flaflied 
I  conviclioa 
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coavicllon  oti  all,  and  became  generally 
adopted  in  Tpite  of  mean  oppolition.  The 
praclice  of  treating  putrid  fore  throats  in 
a  new  manner  was  generally  approved  from 
the  theory  of  Dr.  Fothergill.  The  theory  of 
treating  the  fmall  pox  in  a  new  manner,  was 
conceived  from  the  praclice  of  the  Suttcns* 
The  giving  opium  in  mortifications,  not  to 
mention  his  other  valuable  improvements, 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Pott.  Do  we  derive 
any  fuch*  profitable  information  from  the  book 
before  us  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  eighty- 
three  pages  that  I  have  hitherto  examined, 
which  bids  fairer  to  remove  the  dreadful  fymp- 
toms  of  a  gonorrhcea  ?  Or  has  the  Profeflbr 
done  himfelf  credit,  or  treated  with  candour 
the  general  lyftem  akeady  adopted,  when  he 
denies  its  efficacy,  without  being  able  to  pro- 
duce one  more  efficacious  ;  when  he  doubtg 
every  thing,  becaufe  he  would  not  be  feeii  to 
acquiefce  in  any  thing  ;  and  when,  for  the 
fake  of  deviating  from  the  path  hitherto  trod- 
den, he  has  gone  out  of  his  way,  and  be- 
wildered himfelf  and  his  readers  by  conftant 
errors  and  palpable  contradi6llons  ?  The  re- 
fult  of  my  new  opinion  is,  for  I  in  my  turn 
have  a  right  to  a  new  opinion,  that  the  Pro- 
feflbr is  more  at  home  with  his  knife  than  his 
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pen  ;  that,  by  a  perverfe  application  of  his 
mental  endowments,  he  has  diminiflied  and 
wafted  his  reputation ;  that  his  anatomical 
comparative  knowledge  was  a  wedge  of  gold 
to  him,  the  advantageous  application  of  which 
he  has  negleded  ;  and  that  he  has,  by  em- 
ploying his  labour  in  expanding  the  leaves  be- 
fore us,  exchanged  folid  wealth  for  feeble 
fplendour.  This  ought  to  have  been  told  to 
him  in  the  clofet,  but  I  truft  the  opportu- 
nity may  not  be  now  too  late. 

Page  84.  Of  the  Iteatment  of  the 
Confiitution  in  the  Cure  of  the  Go^ 
norrhaa. 

»*  So  capricious  fometimes  is  this  form  of 
**  difeafe  in  its  cure,  that  I  have  feen  by  an 
**  accidental  fever  coming;  on,  the  difcharge 

flop,  the  pain  in  making  water  go  off,  and 
*'  the  gonorrhcea  finally  terminate  with  the 
**  fever."  As  the  Profeftbr  makes  no  remark 
upon  this,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  he 
conceived  the  whole  venereal  concern  to  be 
at  an  end.  In  the  only  inftancc,  where  I 
I  ever 
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ever  faw  a  gonorrhcea  difappear  in  this  man- 
ner, the  confequence  was,  that  the  patient 
endured  the  moft  confirmed  lues  venerea  that 
ever  I  have  feen  in  all  my  pra6lice.  A  lieu- 
tenant of  a  man  of  war  was  feized  with  the 
fmall  pox,  whilfl  a  gonorrhoea  was  on  him  ; 
he  had. the  fmall  pox  fo  very  bad,  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  he  recovered  :  the  go- 
norrhoea left  him  altogether.  He  went,  as 
foon  as  he  recovered  from  the  fmall  pox,  to 
fea,  was  abfent  from  England  more  than 
twelv'e  months,  and  returned  in  a  moft  ema- 
ciated flate,  with  nodes  upon  his  bones,  at- 
tended with  inceffant  pains,  and  a  large  ulcer 
over  all  the  palate,  fore-teeth  out,  and  the 
bone  was  a  caries.  Much  mercury  had  been 
given  at  fea  to  hira,  but  to  no  purpofe.  He 
recovered  at  Dr.  Kelly's  at  Knightlhridge, 
by  warm  bathing,  milk  diet,  deco6lion  of  far- 
faparilla,  and  a  little  mercury  was  given,  when 
his  conflitution  had  been  previoufly  mended. 
Dr.  Wright  attended  him  with  me.  So  much 
for  the  fecurity  of  gonorrhoea  curing  itfelf. 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  more  a  perfon 
is  out  of  health,  the  more  likely  the*  vene- 
real virus  is  to  be  abforbed.  At  any  rate,  the 
cafe  above  proves  directly  the  contrary  to  an 
opinion  the  Profeflbr  would  fix  us  with  :  It 
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"  appears  to  me  beyond  a  doubt,  that  no  two 
"  adions  can  take  place  in  the  fame  conftitu- 
*'  tion,  at  the  fame  time."  Here  we  find 
the  Profeffor  pofitive,  but  this  is  one  of  his 
new  opinions  ;  perhaps  he  is  in  the  right. 
We  ought  to  be  proudefl  of  our  own  children  ; 
and  the  more  rickety  they  are,  the  more  pa- 
ternal tenderneis  they  require  from  us.  Does 
the  ProfelTor  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  virus 
was  dormant  whilft  it  was  ablbrbins:  from  the 
urethra  into  the  habit  ? 

"  Unfortunately  there  are  cafes  where  no 
known  method  leflens  the  fy mptoms  ;  eva- 
cuations  have  produced  no  abatement,  the 
ftrengthening  plan  has  been  as  unfuccefs- 
^'  ful,  fedatives  and  emollients  have  procured 
no  relief ;  and  time  alone  has  performed 
the  cure." 

I  am  ftill  of  opinion,  that  much  more  might 
be  done,  than,  as  the  'ProfelTor  tells  us,  hath 
been  done.  And  with  all  fubmiffion  to  his 
fuperiour  power,  I  fhall  repeat  an  affertion 
that  I  made  a  few  pages  back,  and  although 
pontrar^  to  the  opinion  of  the  Profeffor,  I 

^  Page  2f 
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"hall  not  fhrink  from  the  credit  I  ftake  upon 
rt.     The  ProfeiTor  in  very  pathetic  ftrains, 
ind  with  much  feeming  candour,  finding  that 
le  can  no  longer  guide  at  the  helm,  abandons 
lis  poft,  and  commits  his  bark  to  the  ftorm. 

id  could  he  leave  his  cafes  to  the  apathetick 
:°vent  of  time,  when  he  had  only  called  to  his 
iiid  the  above  refources  ?    All  of  them  feem 
.:o  me  calculated  to  bring  the  patients  to  the 
very  predicament  he  is  about  to  leave  them 
:n.    Let  any  man  turn  to  the  particular  ar- 
iicles  in  the  feparate  clafTes  above  recited, 
iind  fee  if  he  can  find  what  he  himfelf  terms 
>iny  thing  like  a  fpecific  in  the  ftrengcliening 
Dlan,  the  fedative,  or  emollient  ;  evacuations 
:he  Profeffor  has  no  more  opinion  of  than  I 
nave.    Where  was  mercury  all  this  while  ? 
Where  was  his  irritating  inje6lion  ?  Why 
■lid  he  play  with  the  cafes,  and  fuffer  them  to 
irrive  to  fuch  a  defperate  height  ?    I  fay  that 
II  mercurial  injeclion  is  a  fpecific  in  the  cure 
)f  a  gonorrhoea,  and  that  the  cure  is  only 
made  difficult  and  important  from  procraftina- 
:ion  ;  by  permitting  the  virus  to  extend  its  ill 
iffecls,  and  by  widening  the  inflammatory 
furface.     Such  muft  always  be  the  confer 
quences,  where  tlie  application  of  wercury  is 
to  wait  upon  the  departure  of  inflammation  ; 

for 
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for  the  difeafe  muft  not  only  be  protracted 
but  aggravated,  if  the  fpecific  power  of  tht 
virus  be  not  deftroyed.    And  I  cannot  impref 
this  momentous  concern  too  ftrongly  upon  th( 
minds  of  my  readers,  that  delay  in  the  cun 
is  the    general  caufe  of  all  the  untowarc 
fymptoms  that  arife  out  of  gonorrhoea.  Tht 
fedatives,  the  emollients,  and  the  aftringents 
fet  down  by  the  Profeflbr,  ought  to  be  con 
fidered  as  adventitious  aids  fele6ted  to  zd:  un»i 
der  the  all  controuling  power  of  mercury 
as  flip  flops  to  James's  powder,  and  as  va 
rieties  of  adjunfts  are  to  bark.    I  hope  to  heai 
no  more  of  this  milk  and  water  fyftem 
Bread  pills  were  bad  enough. 


0 


Page  88.  Of  the  I'reatjnent  of  occafionai 
Symptoms  of  Gonorrbaa. 


The  Profeflbr  fays,       as   the  following 
fymptoms  are  only  occafionai  confequencej 
**  of  venereal  gonorrhoea,  being  the  effeCls  o) 
<«  an  irritation  in  the  urethra,  and  therefore 
««  not  venereal  ;  they  are  to  be  treated  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  they  arofe  from  anj|», 
other  caufe."  1 


(  ) 

All  that  I  lliall  obferve  upon  the  above 
nlnion,  is,  that  thefe  occaiional  confequeiices 
uile  from  the  irritating  virus  on  the  urethra, 
Smd  that  what  began  in  virulent  inflammation, 
•[f  permitted  to  continue  any  length  of  time, 
will  end  in  a  fixed  difeafe  on  the  parts,  after 
nil  the  virus  that  gave  caufe  to  it  is  no  more. 
:n  other  words,  I  fay  that  thefe  confequences 
iwill  always  be  found  in  an  aggravated  con- 
diition,  where  there  has  been  a  negledt  of  re- 
moving the  original  irritation,  or  where  a  go* 
morrhoea  is  left  to  cure  itfelf. 


Of  Bleedings  from  the  Urethral 

Thefe,  the  ProfeflTor  obferves,  always  go  off 
lin  the  ufual  time  of  the  cure  of  a  gonor- 
nrhoea. 

Page  89.  Of  the  Chordee. 

The  Profeffor  and  I  have  already  offered 
tto  the  reader  our  differences  on  this  opinion  ; 
II  lhall  not  revive  them  here  ;  but  proceed  to 
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enumerate  the  remedies  he  lays  down  for  the 
rehef  of  the  complamt.  Thefe  are  bleeding  inl 
the  arm  ;  leeches  to  the  part ;  poultices  with| 
camphire  in  them  ;  fleam  of  hot  water 
opium  ;  mercury  ;  cicuta.  Eledricity,  hel 
fays,  "  may  be  of  fervice."  I'he  efficacy  ofl 
ele6lricity  I  am  difpofed  to  doubt  in  a  more 
general  fenfe.  "From  what  I  have  feen,  and 
from  more  information  that  I  have  colleftedl 
out  of  the  difinterefted  reports  of  others,  I  am 
convinced,  that  this  fublime  elementary  fclence 
is  more  calculated  to  enUghten  philofophick 
purfuits,  than  to  reftore  difeafed  parts  to  a 
ftate  of  health.  From  out  of  ten  thoufand 
trials  of  eledricity,  if  we  hear  of  a  few  fcat- 
tered  cafes  where  patients  have  done  well, 
thefe  are  not  enough  to  authorife  us  to  attri- 
bute the  cure  to  the  power  of  eledricity,  or 
to  wafte  the  time  of  the  patient  in  ufeiefs 
projecb. 


Page  90, 
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Page  90.  Of  the  T'reaiment  of  the 
Suppuration  of  the  Glands  of  the 
Urethra, 

Thefe  difeafes  of  the  glands  the  ProfefTor 
inflrucls  us  to  treat  the  fame  as  we  fhoiild  a 
venereal  ulcer.  "  Mercury,  he  believes,  mud 
"  be  given."  I  (hall  make  no  comment  on 
this,  but  refer  my  readers  to  w^hat  is  paft. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  the  AffeBion  of 
the  Bladder, 

The  Profeffor  fufpe^ls,  "  that  this  fymp- 
*'  torn  fometimes  lays  the  ground-work  of 
"  future  irritation  in  that  vifcus,  which  may 
"  prove  very  troublefome,  and  even  danger- 
"  0U5,  but  this  is  only  conje£lure*'  with 
])im  ;  but  with  mc  it  is  more  than  conjecture. 
This  is  one  of  the  local  evils  out  of  many 
more,  not  to  mention  the  evils  that  arife  from 
abforpticn,  that  will  mod  certainly  fucceed 
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from  negle£led  gonorrhoeas,  o]>  from  fuch  as 
are  abandoned  to  their  own  cure.  This  is  one 
of  thofe  fymptoms  whofe  evil  conlequences 
may  be  fo  attached  to  us,  and  fo  deeply  rooted 
in  us,  that  it  cannot  be  fhaken  oiT;  that  may 
not  only  attend  us,  but  haften  us  to  our  end. 
This  is  fuch  an  evil  as  is  too  complex  for  the 
ignorant  to  cure,  and  too  important  for  the 
vain  to  defpife,  that  ought  to  be  guarded 
againft,  and  not  waited  for,  that  ought  to  be 
refifted  by  anticipation.  For  the  Profeflbr, 
after  all  his  parade  about  the  harmlefs  fim- 
plicity  of  gonorrhoea,  confefles  that,  "  in 
"  fpite  of  ev"ry  attempt,  the  afFeiflion  of  the 
*'  bladder  often  continues  for  a  confiderable 
*^  time,  producing  other  fympathies  in  the 
"  neighbouring  parts.','  The  cure,  he  fays, 
conhfts  in  opiate  clyfters,  warm  bath,  bleed-> 
ing,  but  v/ith  caution  if  it  arifes  from  fympa- 
thy— r-leeches  to  the  perinaeum — opiate  plafter 
to  the  region  of  the  pubis-«— blifter  to  the  pe- 
rineum, 


Page  91. 


Page  9 1-    Of  the  l^reatment    of  the 
Swelled  Teficle, 

For  the  cure  of  this  the  Profeflbr  inflrufts 
lis  to  bleed;  foment;  poultice;  to  apply 
leeches  ;  vomits  may  be  thought  on  ;  opi- 
ates ;  mercury;  but  the  -  laft  when  hardnefs 
remains  after  inflammation  has  fubfided,  &c* 
&c.  &c. 

It  may  be  a  matter  of  fome  curiofity,  if  not 
of  importance,  to  be  able  to  diftinguhh 
whether  the  profefTor  is  ferious  in  the  opi- 
nion, that  all  gonorrhoeas  ceafe  without  me-^ 
dical  help  ;  or  whether  he  is  fo  only  when  he 
prefcribes  the  moft  important  remedies  that 
are  to  be  found  in  all  the  whole  Materia  Me^ 
dica,  for  the  cure  of  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  arifing  out  of  gonorrhoea.  If  he  takes 
up  the  one  ferious,  the  other  muft  be  of 
courfe  a  jeft.  If  gonorrhoea  cures  itfclf,  if 
it  needs  no  medical  help,  if  the  moft  igno- 
rant fucceed  in  their  treatment  of  it,  why 
does  the  ProfcfTor  draw  forth  fo  power- 
ful an  array  of  remedies  ?    Is  it  not  as  equally 
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ridiculous,  as  it  would  be  in  a  commander  in 
chief  to  lead  forth  a  whole  army  to  deftroy  a 
gnat  for  giving  a  fting  ? 

"  It  is  generally  a  long  time  before  the 
*'  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  entirely  fubfides. 
"  It  is  ftill  much  longer  before  the  epidydi- 
"  mis  comes  to  its  natural  ftate,  and  indeed 
"  often  years  before  it  returns  to  its  natural 
"  fize  and  foftnefs,  and  fometimes  it  never 
"  does." 

The  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  mark  the 
counter  paragraph  to  the  above  from  page  58. 

A  fwelled  tefticle,  in  confequence  of  the  ra- 
"  dical  cure  in  the  hydrocele,  does  not  fub- 
*'  fide  after  inflammation  is  gone,  in  as  many 

weeks,  as  the  fwelled  tefticle,  in  confe- 
'*  queuce  of  its  fympathy  with  other  parts, 
*'  does  in  days  ;  and  probably  the  reafbn  of 
"  this  is,  that  it  arifes  from  fympathy." 
Only  let  men  alone  who  fet  off  upon  a  wrong 
theory,  and  they  will  entangle  themfelves. 
If  I  were  invidioufly  to  feek  for  contradiiSlions, 
I  fhould  defpalr  of  coming  ever  to  a  con- 
.clufioD. 


United 
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United  with  the  liibjedrs  of  the  afFeclioii  of 
;the  bUidder  and  iWelled  tefticle,  we  find  the 
inew  opinion  on  fympathy  again  brought  for- 
'ward  by  the  Profefibr  ;  if  it  had  not  been  here 
lobtruded  upon  us  by  him,  I  certainly  (liould 
:not  have  provoked  its  revival  :  And  as  I  am 
:aheady  too  fenlible,  liovv  the  Profefibr  muft 
feel  upon  the  occafion,  I  would  not  wifh  in 
the  leaft  to  be  acceffary  to  further  difgrace  ; 
and  much  lefs   therefore,  would  I  aim  to 
make  fo  ignominious  a  ftain  indelible,  by  en- 
larging upon  the  theme.   I  will  therefore  only 
fay,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  already  faid, 
that  fympathy   is  a  corporeal  efFe6t  from  a 
mental  caufe,   and  that  fuch  authorities  as 
South,  Lock,  and  Johnfon  define  it  .to  be, 
the  quality  of  being  afFe£led  by  the  affeftioii 
of  another.    Yet  the  ProfefTor  hugs  his  new 
opinions,  and  hugs  his  new  idea  of  fympathy, 
as  a  barren  woman  hugs  the  infant  of  another 
mother  ;    both  alike  foothing  the  infirmities 
of  their  nature  by  the  fame  falfe  and  flatter^ 
ing  illufion. 

If  an  expreflion  has  efcaped  me,  that  may 
be  conflrued  perfonal  to  the  profefFor,  I  defire 
once  for  all  to  fay,  that  I  never  can  mean  it  j 

for 
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for   the   Profeflbr  has  my  efteem   and  re» 

To  refifl  ufelefs  and  flimfy  innovations,  to 
do  away  empty  new  opinions,  to  penetrate' 
into  the  defign  of  contradidlory  afl'c^rtions  ari- 
fing  out  of  confufed  ideas  where  I  could,  ancf 
to  reftore  truth  to  its  original  prifline  vigour, 
ought  not,  and  could  not  be  done  with  tame-' 
iiefs  ;  Juvenal  tells  us,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
Jl'ulta  eji  dementia. 

I  fhall  only  ftay  my  further  obfervations  for 
the  prefent*  I  lliall  perfift  in  them  through-- 
out  the  ProfclTor's  work  at  my  firft  leifure 
hours.  ■  I  have  already  gone  through  ninety-* 
three  pages,  obferved  Upon,  as  well  as  my 
abilities  and  time  would  permit,  his  general 
fyftem,  and  gonorrhoea  in  particular.  The 
talk  may  be  thought  by  fome  invidious,  but 
X  will  do  my  duty. 


FINIS. 


